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PREFACE. 



In presenting the following treatise to the consideration of the 
public, it is hoped that the want, which has been long felt, of a 
cheap and comprehensive school-manual of Scripture Geography, 
will be adequately met. While primarily intended as a com- 
panion-book to Chambers^s School-map of Pakstine, the writer 
has endeavoured so to construct this little work, as to render 
it suitable for general use, both in schools and families. 

The plan of the book is simple, the greater portion being 
devoted to Palestine, as the principal scene of Scripture 
history ; while the two last sections embrace the other countries 
of unportance in the sacred narrative, an^anged in the order 
of geographical connection. The arrangement of the details has 
also been made as simple and natural as possible; the physical 
features of each country being first described, as far as consistent 
with the size and design of the book ; and then the social and 
political institutions. 

In order to render this text-book the more useful and interesting 
as a help to the study of sacred geography, the leading incidents 
with which each locality is associated in Bible history, are men- 
tioned in connection with the place, reference being made to the 
passages in Scripture where the events are narrated. It will 
therefore be of advantage that the pupil have a Bible at hand 
during the lesson, and be required to read or quote the verses 
which bear on the subject of study. The construction of the book, 



however, admits of its being studied purely as a geographical 
exercise, if that is preferred; the historical notices and other 
remarks not of a general character, being printed in small type, 
which maj be passed over at pleasure. 

It is not intended that any portion of this work should be 
committed to memory by the pupils ; the position of any place 
as seen on the map, and the historical associations connected 
with it, being much more likely to fix its name permanently in 
the memory, than any mere rbte-leaming ; but if any teacher 
prefers following the old method, he may confine himself to the 
large type, in prescribing lessons for committal, and require 
that the small type be so studied, that the facts, not the 
words, may be remembered. 
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SECTION I. 

PALESTINE-PHYSICAL AND DESCBIPTIVE. 

I. THE NAMES OP THE OOUNTaT. 

The principal names of Palestine are the following : — 

1. Canaan. — It was so called from the name of Ham's 
youn^st son, Canaan, who settled in it after the confusion of 
Babel, Qen, x. 15 ; xii. 5. 

2. The Land op Promise, or The Promised Land. — 
This name was pven to it on account of the promise which 
God made to Abraham, that his posterity should possess it. 
Gen. xii. 7 ; xv. 18. 

3. The Land op the Hebrews. — So named from the 
people who possessed it, Gm. xl. 15. They were called 
Hebrews (' passers over'), from Eber, an ancestor of Abraham 
{Gen, X. 24), or perhaps because they came from Mesopotamia, 
across the Euphrates, to settle in the country. 

4. The Land op Israel. — From its beins^ inhabited by 
the descendants of Jacob, who was also called Israel. 

5. Palestine. — ^A name derived from the Phihstines, who 
inhabited a tract bordering on the Mediterranean Sea, in the 
south-west of the comitry. Palestine is now XSoa name most 
commonly employed, Exod, xv. 14. 

6. The Holy Land. — This name is mentioned only once 
in the Bible, but it is now frequently used on account of the 
sacred associations connected with the country, Zeeh, ii. 12. 

The names, Land ofjelwvahy Land of God, Land ofjudah^ 
are also used ; but they are of less frequent occurrence. 
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H. SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, AND EXTENT. 

Palestine is a narrow tract of land, situated at the eastern 
extremity of the Mediterranean Sea, and occupying the south- 
western portion of what is now the Turkish province of Syria. 

Palestine Pwper, op the country originally intended as the posses- 
sion of the Jews, had the river Jordan for its eastern limit ; bat as a 
large number of the Israelites settled on the east side of the Jordan, 
the territory occupied by them came to be considered a part of the 
promised land, ana was included under the same name. 

Palestine is generally understood to be bounded on the north 
by the mountains of Lebanon and the border of Phoenicia ; on 
the west, by the Mediterranean Sea ; on the south, by Arabia- 
Petrea ; and on the east, by the deserts of Syria and Arabia.* 

Palestine is about 180 miles long, with an average breadth 
of about 65 miles ; and includes an area estimated at 1 1,000 
square miles, extending from 30'' 40^ to 33'' 30^ north latitude, 
and from 34** to 36** 20^ east longitude. 

III. GENERAL ASPECT OF THE COUNTRY. 

Palestine is fitly described as a land of hills and valleys, 
Deut, xi. 11. There are two leading ranges of hills, extending 
irom north to south, through its whole length ; they have 
their commencement in the mountains of Libanus ana Anti- 
Libanus, and run parallel to each other on opposite sides of 
the Jordan, till they terminate in the heights of Horeb and 
Sinai, in Arabia-Petrea. 

Numerous lateral heights branch off firom these ranges, but not in 
any uniform direction. In the northern part of the country, the hills 
generally are covered with yerdure to the summit, and the aspect 
of the whole country is varied and beautiftiL In the south and 
south-east, particularly in the vicinity of the Dead Sea, the appearance 
of. the mountains is bleak and desolate. Few of the mountains of 
Canaan rise to any considerable height. The only one worthy of 
note on this account is Mount Hermon, on the east side of Jordan, 
which rises about 11,000 foot above the level of the sea. 

Interspersed among the mountains are many plains and valleys, 
some of which are luxuriant with verdure, and rich in beautiidl 
scenery, while others are arid and bare. Remarkable examples of 
these are, the plain of Jezreel or Esdraelon, in Gralilee, which is 
covered with the finest pasture, nnd the valley of the Jordan, the 
air of which is unwholesome and the soil barren. 

* In the time of David and Solomon the dominion of the Jews extended 
over a much wider range than the boundaries indicated above, embracing 
large portions of Syria and Arabia ; most of the tribes, however, subjugated 
by these kings still inhabited their own territory, and were not permanently 
annexed to Palestine. 
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The principal slope in Palestine inclines towards the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, into which numerous minor streams are poured from the 
inland heights. The only river worthy of the name in the country, 
however, is the Jordan, which flows from north to south through 
nearly the whole length of the country. In the northern part of its 
course, the Jordan forms two small lakes, both of whicn are sur- 
rounded by beautifril scenery and a fertile soil. The Dead Sea, into 
which it flows, is situated towards the south. The lispect of this lake, 
as well as of the country around, is in striking contrast to that of 
the others, barrenness and sterility reigning on every side. 

The general aspect of Canaan in ancient times must have been 
much more inviting than now. Every description of its former 
appearance leads to the belief that it was a highly favoured country, 
both with regard to natural beauty and the eifects of high culti- 
vation. But now, though its natural scenery retains much of its 
beauty, the tvranny of the Turk, the hostile incursions of the Arab, 
and, above all, the dispersion and degradation of its people, have 
rendered it comparatively desolate. 



IV. MOUNTAINS. 



The chief summits of the two mountain-ranges of Palestine 
are the following : — 



1. Mountains of Lebanon. 

Wea of the Jordan. 

2. Mount of Beatitudes. 

3. Mount Carmel. 

4. Mount Tabor. 

5. Mount Gilboa. 

6. £bal and Gerizim. 



7. Mount of Olives. 

8. Mountain of Quarantana. 

Ecut of the Jordan. 

9. Mount Hermon. 

10. Bashan. 

11. Mount Gilead. 

12. Moimtains of Abarim. 



1. Lebanon ('white'), comprehending" the two ranges of 




Cedars of Lebanon. 

Libanus and Anti-Libanus, forms part of a great double chain 
of mountains running north and south through the whole 

B 
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length of Syria, and was considered the northern boundary of 
Palestine. 

Lebanon is the most elevated part of the chain, and its summit is * 
covered with perpetual snow. The rock of which it is composed is a 
hard calcareous stone of a whitish colour, in many parts abounding 
with iron, which is wrousrht by the inhabitants. The stone and 
timber used in the building of Solomon^s Temple were brought 
from these mountains, and a few old cedar-trees are still found on 
them, which are believed to have existed since the days of that 
monarch, 1 Kinfft v. 13-18. Lebanon is the sulgect of frequent 
poetical allusion by the sacred writers, Song SoL iv. 8 ; Isa, zL 16. 

2. The Mount of Beatitvdes consists of two summits, rising 
from the plain of Galilee. 

On one of these, according to tradition, our Saviour delivered the 
address known as the Sermon on the Mount, Matt, v. 1. They are 
now called by the Arabs Kurun HatHn. 

8. Carmel is a small range of hills, extending six or eight 
miles inland, in a south-easterly direction from the Bay of 
Acre. 

The particular height to which the name is generally applied is a 
bold promontory on the sea-coast, rising to about 1500 feet. It consists 
of compact limestone, with flints imbedded. Much of the beauty for 
which Carmel ('a country of gardens and vineyards*) was filmed in 
ancient times still remains. Its sides and summit are covered with 
verdure, and adorned with a variety of flowers ; so that the proverb, 
• The excellency of Carmel,* may still be realised, Isa. xxxv. 2. On 
the north-west slope of the hill stands a monastery ; near which is 
supposed to be the place where Elijah called down fire from heaven to 
consume his sacrifice, when he stood opposed to the prophets of Baal, 
1 Kings xviii. Several caves are found throughout Carmel, which 
were without doubt the frequent resort of both Elijah and Elisha, 
1 Kings xviii 42 ; 2 Kings ii. 25. Frequent allusion is made to 
Carmel in the poetical writings of the Bible, Song Sol, vii. 5; 
Isa, xxxv. 2. 

Carmel, where Nabal was shearing his sheep, when David^s mes- 
sengers came to him, was a village in the south of Judah, 1 Sam. 
XXV. 5. 

4. Mount Tabor is an isolated mountain, near the eastern 
extremity of the plain of Esdraelon, about loOO feet above 
the level of the sea. 

Its formation is almost entirely calcareous ; and it is covered frt>m 
the base to the summit with {pass, fiowers, and shrubs. On the top, 
there is a plateau, covered with the ruins of extensive fortifications. 
It was on Tabor that Barak assembled his army of 10,000 men, before 
he descended to meet Sisera and his host, Jiidg. iv. 6, 14 ; and, 
according to an old, though erroneous tradition, it was on this moun- 
tain that our Saviour was transfigured, Luke ix. 28. The Christians of 
the neighbourhood still perform annual ceremonies in commemoration 
of this event. It is now called Jebd Tur, 
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5. Mowa OHhoa is a low range of hilk| on the south of the 
great Plain of Esdraelon, rarely rising more than 800 feet from 
tiie plain. 

It ibrmerlj yielded rich pasturage, bat is now entirely barren. On 
these mountains the battle was fought between the Israelites and the 
Philistines, in which Saul and his sons lost their lives, 1 Sam, zzxL 

6. Ebal and Qerxwai. are two isolated hills, situated in the 
north of the tribe of Ephraim. 

They are separated from each other by a narrow valley, scarcely a 
furlong in breadth, in which stands the town of Nablous, the ancient 
Shechem or Syohar ; and are about 800 feet high. Ebal rises on the 
north side of this valley, and Gterizim on the south ; and both are 
rocky and sterile. On Ebal, Joshua, after he crossed the Jordan, 
erected an altar, on which he wrote the law, t/oaft. vilL 30 ; then, 
standing in the valley between the hills, he read the whole law aloud 
to the people — ^the tribes who stood on Ebal responding to the 
curses, and those on Gerizim to the blessings he pronounced, Deut^ 
xzvii. 12, 13; Josk viii. 33. From the top of Gerizim, Jotham 
pronounced his parable to the men of Shechem, when they made 
Abimelech king, Jvdg. iz. 7* Here also a temple was built by the 
Samaritans, to rival the temple at Jerusalem ; and on this account 
the inhabitants still hold this mountain sacred. 

7. The MwiKt of Olives or Olivet is situated on the east of 
Jerusalem. It has four summits, the highest of which is 2400 
feet above the level of the sea. 

The highest summit rises from the Garden of Gtethsemane, and is 
that from which, according to an ancient tradition, the ascension of our 
Saviour took place. The saored narrative, however, records this event 
as having occurred at or near Bethany, JJu&e xziv. 50. Half-way up 
this ascent, is said to be the spot where our Lord sat and wept over 
Jerusalem, Luke zix. 41. David, when fleeing from Absalom, took his 
way over the Mount of Olives, * weeping as he went up,' 2 Sam, zv. 30. 



Tlie lowest and furthest south of its heights, is the place where 
iiolomon built his high places to Chemosh, 1 Kinps xi. 7; and 
nrobably on that account it was called the Mount of Corruption, 
2 Kings zxiiL 13. The incidents in our Saviour's life witn which it is 
connected are very numerous ; and in commemoration of these, many 
chapels and other monuments were erected on different parts of it, 
some of which still remain. Of these, the Church of the Ascension, 
and others, are yearly visited by thousands of pilgrims. 

8. Quarantana is the highest of an exceedingly desolate 
range of hills, in the neighbourhood of Jericho. 

It is supposed to have been the scene of our Saviour's forty days' 
fast and suosequent temptations. Matt, iv. 1. 

9. Mount ffermon forms the termination of the ran^ of 
Anti-Libanus on die south. It is the highest mountain in 
Palestine, rising at least 11,000 feet above the level of the 
sea, and its summit is covered with perpetual snow. * 
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« 
It was eonsidered the boundary of Canaan on the noithreast, Deui, 
uL 8 ; and is not to be confbanded with a small hill near Mount Tabor, 
to whioh the same name has been given. It was called SAe^ir by the 
Amorites, and by the Sidonians Siriori, by which name it is once 
mentioned in the Bible, p€, xzix. 6. Moses refers to it also under the 
name of 5tofi, DeuL iv. 48. The probability is, that these were the 
names of smaller hills around Hermon, and came incidentally to be 
used for the range. Hermon is coupled with Tabor, as representing 
all the mountains of Palestine, Ps, Ixxxix. 12 ; and it is noticed as 
remarkable for its refreshing dews, Pt, cxxziii. 3. It is now called 
Jebelesk'Sheikh. 

10. Bashan (' fruitful ') is a range of hills, or, more pro* 
perly, a district of hilly country, extending from Hermon on 
the north, to the river Jabbok on the south. 

It was remarkable ibr its rich pasturage and the breed of cattle 
which was reared there, Deut, xxzii. 14 ; and it was on that account 
chosexi, along with Gilead, by the tribes of Reuben and Gkd, and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, as their possession, Num, zxziL 33. It is 
frequently alluded to in the poetical writings of Scripture, Ps, 
IxviiL 15 ; cxxxvL 20. 

11.' Mount OUeadf strictly speakinsf, is a small range of 
high hills, a short distance southward irom the river Jabbok. 

It derived its name from the heap of stones set up there by Jacob 
when he made a covenant with Laban, to which he gave the name 
of Gteleed, Gen. xzxi. 47. The name Crilead came, however, to be 
applied to an extensive district, sometimes including Bashan on 
the north, which was fkmed both for its fertility and the beauty of 
its scenery. Many of the mountains of Gilead were covered with 
trees, from which the gum was procured, celebrated in Scripture, 
under the name Balm of GKlead, Jer, xlvi. 11. The modem name 
of the range of Gilead is Djdaad, 

12. The Mountains of Abarim are a chain of high and 
ragged mountains, stretching along the east side of the Dead 
Sea. 

They are exceedingly sterile. Two of the heights of this range are 
Peor, and Pisgah or Nebo, on which Balaam erected his altars and 
offered sacrifice, preparatory to his uttering a curse against Israel, 
Numb, xxiii. 14, W ; from the latter, Moses was permitted to view the 
whole land of Canaan before his death, Deut. xxxii. 49. The modem 
name of the ranse is El BeUca^ and what is supposed to be Mount 
Nebo is called JM Attarus, 



MIHOB HILLS. 

Mount Zdhnon, near Ebal and Gterizim, is mentioned in Scripture, in 
connection with the history of Abimelech {Jtidg. ix. 48), and noted 
for the whiteness of its snow, Ps. Ixviii. 14. 

In the same neighbourhood, is the hill of Gaash, where Joshua was 
buried. Josh. xxiv. 30. 

In the tribe of Beigamin, is the Boek of Rimmon^ where 600 
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Bei^amites betook themselTes for safety, when pursued by tlie rest of 
Israel, Judg, zz. 47. 

Within the walls of Jerusalem were the hills of Zion^ Moriah^ and 
Acra, The first of these was occupied in ancient times by a citadel, 
which David took from the Jebusites, and occupied as his own resi- 
dence, whenee it got the name City of David, 2 Sam. v. 7. Mount 
Zion is often used in Scripture to denote the whole of Jerusalem, 
Ps, czzxviL 1 ; Micah iv. 8 ; and sometimes in prophecy to represent 
the Jewish nation, laa. IL 16. The hill of Moriah was that to which 
Abraham went for the purpose of offering up Isaac, Gen. xxiL 2 ; and 
on which the Temple of Solomon was afterwards built, 2 Chron. in. 1. 

In the south-east of Judah, near the Dead Sea, is the hill of 
HaohUah. where David concealed himself for a time from the rage 
of Saul, 1 Sam. xziii. 19. 

The names Mount Ephraim, Mount NapktaU^ Mountain ofJudah^ and 
others of the same kind, do not appear to have had reference to any 
particular hills, Josk, jcx. 7 ; but to have been applied to the territory 
of those tribes where the face of the country was generally hilly, 
Josh. xviL 15. 



V. PLAII^S AND VALLEYS. 

9. Plain of Mamre. 

10. VaUeyofSalt. 

11. Wilderness of Judea, com- 

Srehending the Wil- 
erness of Maon, the 
Wilderness of Ziph, the 
Wilderness of Engedi, 
and the Wilderness of 
Tekoah. 



1. Plain of Joi'dan. 

2. Plain of Jezreel, or the 

Plain of Esdraelon. 

3. Sharon. 

4. Plain of Moreh. 
6. Valley of Jehoshaphat, or 

Shaveh. 

6. Valley of Hinnom. 

7. Valley of Rephaim. 

8. Valley of Elah. 



1. The Plain of Jordan extends along the course of that 
river from the Lake of Gennesareth to tne Dead Sea. It is 
about seventy miles long, and in breadth varies firom five to 
twelve miles, being narrowest at the northern extremity. 

It consists of a double valley; the inner one, watered by the river, 
abounding with verdure, while the outer one is sandy and barren. As 
it approaches the Dead Sea, it becomes considerably wider, and forms 
on the west side the Plain of Jericho^ and on the east the Plains of 
Moah, It was the lower part of the plain of Jordan, part of which is 
now covered by the Dead Sea, that Lot chose when he separated from 
Abraham, Gen. xiii. 10. The Valley of Jordan was much frequented by 
John the Baptist in the course of his public ministry. Matt. iii. 6. 
The Plain of Jericho is covered with a soil exceedingly rich and fertile, 
but now totally uncultivated. Here Israel encamped after they had 
passed the Jordan, and before the fall of Jericho, Josh. iv. 13. They 
were encamped on the Plains of Moab when Moses ascended Mount 
Nebo to die, DetU. zxxiv. 1. The Plain of Jordan is now called 
El Ghor. 
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2. The Plain of JezreeU-c^XHi&di also in Scriptare the VaUey 
ofMegiddo, and oearing now the Greek name EsdriUlon—\% a 
wide valley, extending from Mount Tabor to Carmel, and 
computed by Stephens to be about fifteen miles square. 

It is watered by the riyer Eishon, and possesses an exceedingly rich 
soil. Perhaps no spot in the world has been the scene of so much 
strife and bloodsh^ as the Plain of JezreeL Here, at the foot 
of Tabor, Deborah and Barak pnt to flight the host of Sisera, 
Jvdg, iv. 14. Here Gideon and ms 300 men miraculously overthrew 
the hosts of Midian and Amalek, Judg. vi. 33. Here Saul fought his 
last battle, 1 Sam, zzix. 1. Josiah, king of Judah, met his death 
here, when fighting with Neoho, king of Egypt, 2 Chron, zxxy. 22. 
Twice on this plain were the Jews defeated hy the Romans. During 
the Crusades, it was the scene of frequent contests between the 
Clu^ians and Moslems ; and here Napoleon, in his inrasion of 
Syria in 1799, signally defeated the Turks. 

3. The Valley or Plain of Sharon is a fertile tract of land, 
stretching along the sea-coast from Joppa northward to 
CsBsarea. 

It derived its name from Lasharon, a city of Ephraim, Josh, ziL 18. 
This valley is noticed in Scripture for its pasturage, 1 Chron, zxvii. 29. 
The rose of Sharon is used by Solomon as sn emblem of beauty, 
Sonffu. 1.' 

4. The Plain of Moreh^ between Mounts Ebal and 
Gserizim, is one oi the most beautiful and fertile spots in 
Palestine. 

It is plentifully watered with springs and streamlets, and abounds 
with groves of almond, citron, and olive trees. A little to the 
south of the city of Shechem, is Jacobus Well, where our Saviour 
sat when he met the woman of Samaria, John iv. 6 ; and not far 
fix>m this stands the tomb of Joseph, Josh, xziv. 32. Towardif the 
south, the valley opens out into a small plain, supposed to be the 
parcel of ground which Jacob boimht oi the chiloren of Hamor, 
nther of Shechem, Gen, xxziiL 19. its modem name is the VaUey of 
Nabhus. 

6. The Valletf of Jehoshaphat is a narrow dell, on the east 
side of Jerusalem. It is sometimes called the Vale of Kidron^ 
from the Brook Kidron, which runs through it. 

This valley is supposed to be the same with the Valley of Shaveh, 
where the kmg of Sodom met Abraham returning from the slaughter 
of the kin^ Gen, xiv. 17. It was in ancient times the burying-plaoe of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and it is still resorted to by Jews from 
all quarters of the world who wish to lay theur dust beside that of 
their fathers. The tombs of Zechariah, Absalom, and Jehoshaphat, are 
three striking objects in the valley. 

6. The VaUey of Hinnom— or ^ more fully, the Valley of the 
Son of Hinnom (Josh, xy. 8) — is a narrow and rocky d.eiile, on 
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tile south side of Jerusalemy at right angles to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat. 

Near the eastern end of the valley was the place called Tophet, where 
the Jews obsenred the rites of Baal and Moloch (2 jfiTtf^^ xxiiL 10^, 
making their children pass through the fire as sacrifices, Jer. vii. 31. 
It is probably from the latter circumstance that the name now given to 
it by the Jews (Gehenna) is used also to denote the place of torment. 
On the south side of the vallev. near where it joins the yalle;^ of 
Jehoshaphat, is the Potter** Pieia^ which was bought with the thirty 
pieces of silver returned by Judas, Matt, zxvii. 7* 

7. The Valley of Bephaim, about three miles south-west 
of Jerusalem, extends nearly two miles and a half towards 
Bethlehem. 

The name is probably derived from the gigantic stature of its first 
inhabitants — Rephaim signifying giants. Josh, xv. 8. A spot is pointed 
out in it as the grave of Rachel, Gen. zxxv. 19 ; and on several 
occasions it was the scene of David*s encounters with the Philistines, 
2 Sam, V. 22 ; 1 Chron. xi. 15; xiv. 9. 

8. The Valley ofElah is situated about ten miles west from 
Jerusalem. 

It is fertile and pleasant, but is chiefly interesting as the scene of 
the encounter between David and Gbliath, 1 Sanu zvii. 2 ; xxL 9. 

9. The Plain of Mamre is a fertile plain on the south of 
Hebron, and was so named from Mamre, who was con- 
federate with Abraham at the time V)f his expedition against 
Chedorlaomer's army, Oen, xiv. 13. 

It contained the field and cave of Mathpelak, which Abraham bought 
for a bnrying-place. Gen. xxv. 9. The cave is said to be liow covered 
by the principal mosque in Hebron, which is guarded with jealous 
care from the entrance of either Jew or Christian. The VaUey of 
Esheol, whence the Jewish spies took back the bunch of grapes to 
Moses, must also have been in this neighbourhood, but it has never 
been identified, Numb. ziii. 24. 

10. The Valley of Salt stretches southward from the Dead 
Sea towards the eastern arm of the Bed Sea. 

There seems ground ibr the assertion, that, prior to the destruction 
of Sodom, and tne formation of the Dead Sea, this valley formed part 
of the couxM of the Jordan. It wa« the scene of two victories over 
the Edomites, 2 Sam, viii. 13 ; 2 Kingt xiv. 7. 

11. The Wilderness ofjudea was a district extending from 
Hebron eastward to the Dead Sea, and stretching from north 
to south, along the whole western shore of the DeSd Sea. 

Though called a wilderness, it is to be understood simply as not 
sul^ected to culture, being left to its spontaneous productions, and 
used only for pasturage. Several cities and villages were situated 
in it {Joth, XV. 61), and it was the district where John the Baptist 
began his public ministry. Matt, iiL 1. The northern part of this 
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wUderneM was sometimes called the WUdenuss of TekoaJL From 
this place, Joab brought the woman who persuadea David to allow 
Absalom to be recalled, 2 Sam. jdv. 2. Towards the west, was the 
Wildemesa of Ziph, where David took refuge when hiding from the 
vengeance of Saul, 1 Sam. xziiL 14. The Wilderness of Engedi waa 
towards the east, bordering on the Dead Sea. It also afforded 
reftige to David in one of the caves with which the neighbouring 
mountains abound, and in which he out off the siurt of Saurs robe 
while he slept, 1 Sam, xxiv. 1-4. The Wilderness of Moon was the 
southern portion of this district. Here also David, for a time, sought 
refuge from the fxuj of Saul, 1 Sam, xxiii. 24. Nabal^ who refused 
kindness to David and his men, dwelt in the town which gave name 
to this district, 1 Sam, zxv. 2. Each of these districts derived its 
name fh>m some city or village in the vicinity ; and of these the ruins 
of Tekoah, Maon, and Ziph yet remain. 

VALI.BT8 or XlirOS HOTB. 

The ValUy of Achor, near Gilgal, in the east of Beigamin, where 
Achan was stoned for his theft at Jericho, Josh, viL 24. The Vall^f of 
JjaUm, and the Valley ofGibeon^ in the tribe of Dan, north-west from 
Jerusalem, over which the sun and moon stood still at the command 
of Joshua, Josh. z. 12. The Valley ofZephathah^ in the west of Judah, 
near the town of Mareshah, where Asa gained a victory over the 
Ethiopians, 2 Chron. xiv. 9, 10. 

The space covered by the Dead Sea was originally called the Vale 
of Siddim, Gen. xiv. 3. It was extremely fertile when chosen by Lot 
for his residence. Gen. xiiu 10 ; but, on account of the wickedness of 
its inhabitants, it was involved in the nun of Sodom, and became the 
bed of the Salt Sea, Gen. xix. 25. 

y I. B I y E B s. 

1. The Jordan. 

Flowing into the Mediterranean Sea. 

2. The Kishon. 3. The Kanah. 4. The Brook Besor. 

Tributary to the Jordan and Dead Sea on the West. 

6. The Brook Cherith. 6. The Brook Kidron or Cedron. 

Tributary to the Jordan and Dead Sea on the East. 

7. The Jabbok. 8. The Amon. 

1. The Jordan flows from Lebanon southward, through the 
Waters of Merom and the Sea of Galilee, to tiie Dead Sea. 
Its principal source is a copious fountain north-west from 
the town of Hasbeiya ; besides which, it has two minor sources 
— one at Banias (CsBsarea Philippi), the other at Tel-el-kadi, 
near the ancient city of Dan — which unite their streams, and 
flow into the Waters of Merom. On its issuing from this lake, 
the river first gets the name of Jordan ; and after traversing 
a distance of about nine miles, it enters the Sea of Galilee. 
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LeaTing thiS) it flows through a deep and winding channel, 
and empties itself into the Dead Sea, aoout seventy miles south 
of the Sea of Galilee. 

Although the distance from the source of the Jordan to where it 
entets the Dead Sea is not much more than 100 miles, yet the channel 
of the river is so winding, that its coarse is upwards of 180 miles. 
The average breadth of the Jordan, in the lower part of its course, is 
reckoned at 90 feet, and its depth about 9 feet, it has double banks; 
the inner being those which form its ordinary channel, and the outer 
those to which it rises when swollen. The space between these banks, 
on either side, is covered with brushwood, and affords shelter to 
numerous wild animals, Jer, xlix. 19. The most interesting event in 
connection with the Jordan in Old Testament history, is the passage 
of the children of Israel over it on dry ground, when the waters from 
above ' stood on a heap,^ till all the people had passed safely over, 
Josh. iii. 14-17. Its waters were divided afterwards under the stroke 
of the mantle of Elijah, when he and Elisha crossed over, before 
"his translation to heaven ; and again, when Elisha returned idone after 
that event, 2 Kinffs ii. 8, 14. The principal event connected with the 
Jordan in the New Testament, is the baptism of our Saviour by John 
the Baptist (Matt, iiL 13), who preached and baptised ibr some time 
on its banks, Matt, iiL 6. The spot where this occurred is supposed 
to be nearly opposite Jericho, and is annually visited by thousands 
of pilgrims, who devoutly bathe in the river, and carry away a portion 
of its waters in their vessels. 

2. The Kishon, risins* at the foot of Mount Tabor, crosses 
the Plain of Jezreel, and flows past the base of Carmel into the 
Bay of Acre. 

In the rainy season, and during the melting of the snow on the 
a<][jacent mountains, it swells into an impassable torrent. It was doubt- 
less in this state when the army of Sisera was routed on its banks, as 
Deborah sings afterwards : * The river of Kishon swept them away,* 
JtLdg, V. 21. Beside the Kishon, Elijah slew the 400 prophets of Baal, 
after his sacrifice on Carmel, 1 Kings xviiL 40. 

3. The Kanah is a small stream, rising in the mountains of 
Ephraim, and falling into the Mediterranean Sea about twelve 
miles south of Csesarea. 

It formed the boundary between the tribe of Ephraim and the 
half-tribe of Manasseh, Josh. xvi. 8 ; xvii. 9, 10. 

4. The Brooh Besor flows from the mountains of Judea into 
the Mediterranean Sea, a Uttle south of Gaza. 

David, when pursuing the Amalekites who had spoiled Ziklag, lefb 
here 200 of his men, who were so &int that they could not cross the 
river, 1 Sam. xxx. 9, 10. It was probably in this brook that the 
Ethiopian eunuch was baptised by Fhilip, Ada viii. 26, 36. 

6. The Brook Cherith joined the Jordan, on the west, 
probahly not far from Jericho. 
It was the scene of El^ah^s sojoom for a considerable period, when 
o 
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he was fed by the nvens, morning and evening, until the brook dried 
up, 1 Kings xviL 3-7. 

6. The Brook Kidron or Cedron rises about two miles 
north of Jerusalem, and flows south-west through the Valley 
of Jehoshaphaty it then turns south-east, and finds its way to 
the Dead Sea. In summer, its bed is dry, but in winter, 
and after heavy rains, it is a considerable stream. 

David went over this brook when he fled from Jemsalem before 
Absalom, 2 Sam. xv. 23, 30. Beside its banks, Asa burnt the image 
which Maachali, liis mother, had set up, 2 Chron, xv. 16. Hezeldsdi 
cast into its channel the pollution which was removed from the 
Temple, 2 Kings xxiiL 4, 6, 12. Our Saviour took his way across the 
Cedron, to the Garden of Gtethsemane, on the night when he waa 
betrayed into the hands of the chief-priests, ^oA» xviiL 1, 

7. The Jdbbok is a small river, rising in the mountains of 
Gilead, near Rabbath-ammon, and flowing north-west into the 
Jordan. Its bed is rocky, and the stream rapid. 

It formed the boandary between the territories of the Amorites 
on the south and the jAjnmonites on the north. Numb, xxL 24; 
Deut. iii. 16; and it was in the immediate vicinity that Jacob wrestled 
with the angel. Gen. xxxii. 22. 

8. The Amon rises in the mountains of Gilead, considerably 
to the south of the Jabbok, and falls into the Dead Sea. 

This river was the boundary-line between the Amorites and the 
Moabites, Numb, xxi. 13. Near it, the children of Israel, under Moses, 
vanquished Sihon, king of the Amorites, and took possession of his 
territory, Numb. xxi. 24. 

8TBSAX8 OF XIMOa NOTS. 

The Brooks ofGnMsIt are at the foot of the hill Gktash, in Ephraim, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 30. The Brook of Sorek flows through Judah and Dan 
into the Mediterranean Sea. In the valley of this brook, Delilah, the 
wife of Samson, lived, Judg. xvi. 4. The Brook of Eshool is near 
Hebron, from the banks of which the spies sent by Moses brought 
a large cluster of grapes. Numb. xiii. 24. The River of Egypt^ though 
generally denoting the Nile, refers also, in several passages, to a stream 
flowing from the southern mountains of Judah to the Mediterranean, 
and forming the boundary of Palestine on the south. Numb, xxxiv. 5. 

VII. LAKES. 

The Waters of Merom. 
2. The Sea of Galilee— also called Sea of Tiberias, Lake of 

Gennesareth, or Sea of Chinnereth. 

8. The Bead Sea, or Salt Sea— also . called Sea of Sodom or 

Sea of the Plain. 

1. The Waters of Merom, in the north of Galilee, may be 
r^rded as the reservoir in which the waters of various 
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streams are collected to form the Jordan. In spring, the lake 
is seven miles and a half long, and three and a half oroad, but 
in summer it is little more than a marsh. 

The Walers of Merom are referred to in Scripture as the scene of 
a battle between Joshua and the host of Jabin, king of Hazor, 
Josh, xi. 5, 7. It is now called Bdhr-el-Hvieh. 

2. The Sea of Galilee, about nine miles southward, is the 
second lake formed by the Jordan in its course ; it is twelve 
miles long*, and about six broad at its widest part. 




Sea of Galilee. 

Steep hills enclose it on all sides, rising abruptly, almost from the 
water's edge, to the height of from 600 to 1000 feet. It thus lies 
in a deep basin, and its surface is upwards of 300 feet below the 
level of the Mediterranean Sea. It abounds with various kinds of 
fish, which, however, are little sought after by the surrounding 
inhabitants. In ancient times, its shores were studded with numerous 
towns and villages, and its waters traversed by hundreds of boats ; 
but now, little else than the ruins of these cities are found, and 
scarcely a boat can be found on the lake. The Sea of Galilee is 
noticed in the Old Testament only in connection with the boundaries 
of Canaan or of the adyacent tribes, under the name of the Sea of 
Chinnereth, Numb, xxxiy, 11 ; Josh, xii. 3. In the New Testament, 
allusions to it are very frequent From its shores, several of our 
Saviour^s first followers were called to be his apostles. Matt, iv. 18, 21. 
On more than one occasion, he calmed violent storms on it with a 
word, McUt. viii. 26 ; and once walked on its surface as on dry land. 
Matt. xiv. 25. Several miraculous drafts of fishes were taken out of 
it in obedience to his direction, Luke v. 4-9 ; John xxi. 6. After his 
resurrection, he appeared to his disciples on the shore of this lake, 
John xxi. 1, 7* Its modem name is the Bahr-el-Tabarijfeh, 

3. The Dead Sea is the largest of the lakes of Palestine, 
being forty miles long, with an average breadth of nine miles, 
and varying from two to two hundred fathoms in depth. It 
lies along the east side of the tribe of Judah, dividing it from 
Moab and part of Reuben. 
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The baain which it fills was formerly the Vale of Siddim, the tAte 
of Sodom and Gromorrah, Gem, ziv. 3. On all sides it is enclosed by 
high hills, rugged and barren, some of which rise 2000 feet above the 
surface of the lake, which is 1 300 feet below the level of tl^ Mediter- 
ranean Sea. Its specific gravity is 1'211, reckoning fi^sh water as 1; 
and on being analysed, it is found to contain nearly one-fourth of its 
weight in salt. This circumstance renders it exceedingly buoyant ; so 
much so, that it requires some effort to sink or dive under the sui&ce. 
No fish, or other living creature, has ever been found in it, and on 
its shores there is little or no vegetation : hence, perhaps, the name 
by which it is generally known, the 'Dead Sea.* The atmosphere 
in this neighbourhood is extremely noxious, proving in some cases 
fatal to those who spend any length of time on the shores of the 
sea: this, however, is attributable not to the exhalations firom the 
sea itself, but to the fetid springs and marshes along its margin. 
Nitre, sulphur, and bitumen are found in large quantities around the 
Dead Sea ; and many of the rocks in. the neighbourhood are composed 
almost entirely of salt. The evai>oration maintained on its surface 
is so great, that although it receives the entire waters of the Jordan, 
the Amon, and other minor streams, and has no perceptible outlet, 
it yet absorbs them all. This may be accounted for by the heat 
of the atmosphere, which is more than tropical. The Dead Sea is not 
once mentioned in the New Testament. The chief event connected 
with it in Old Testament history is the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Gen. xix. 24-29. It is now sometimes designated Lake 
Asphaltites, on account of the bitumen found in it; and by the Arabs it 
is called Bahr-el-Lut, or Sea of Lot. 

VIII. POOLS AND SPRINGS. 



1. The Well of Jacob. 

2. The Fountain of Gihon. 

3. ThePoolofSiloam. 



4. The Pool of Bethesda. 

5. The Pools of Solomon. 



1. Jacobs Well is situated in the Valley of Nablous, a few 
miles south from Shechem. Its depth is seventy-five feet, 
but it is now almost dry. 

It was on the brink of this well that our Saviour sat, while he 
conversed with the woman of Samaria, John iv. 6, 12. 

2. The Fountain of Gihon was on the west side of Jerusalem. 
Here Solomon was anointed king of Israel, 1 Kinffs i. 33, 38. Tlie 

waters of Gihon were brought into the city of David by Hezekiah, 
probably in the prospect of being besieged by Sennacherib, 2 Chron, 
xxxiL 30. 

3. The Pool of SUoam is situated on the south side of 
Jerusalem. It is an artificial reservoir, about twenty-four feet 
deep. 

The supply of water is derived from a fountain, now called the 
Fountain of the Virgin, in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and it is con- 
ducted to Siloam by a subterraneous channel, under the hill OpheL 
In this pool, our Saviour directed the man to wash, whose eyes had 



CLIMATE^ SOIL, PRODUCTIONS. 15 

been anointed with claj, and he 'washed and came seeing,* John 
i2c 7* The water, though poesessing no peculiar qualities, is still 
superstitiously applied in cases of blindness. 

4. The Pool of Betl^esda (' house of mercy') is a large tank 
or reservoir, on the east side of Jerusalem, and bounded on 
one side by the court-wall of the Temple. It is 360 feet long, 
120 broad, and nearly 75 deep. 

It was surrounded by five porches or piazzas, the remains of two 
of which still exist, John y. 2. In one of these, Jesus found the man 
who had had an infirmity for thirty-eight years, and healed him, 
John V. 8. 

6. The Pooh of Solomon are three large basins, built on 
the slope of a hill, about seven miles soutn from Jerusalem. 
They communicate with each other, so that the surplus water 
of the uppermost pool is run off into the second, and from 
that again into the lowest. 

It is perhaps to these that Solomon refers, when he speaks of the 
great works he made, and pools to water his woods, J^ccles, ii. 4-6*. 
An a<][ueduct is led from the Pools of Solomon along the sides of 
the hills, by which a considerable supply of water is conveyed to 
Jerusalem. 

IX. CLIMATE, SOIL, PRODUOXIONS. 

Generally speaking, the climate of Palestine is mild and salubrious. 
The rainy seasons are usually in the end of October, when the land 
is ploughed and sown; and in the end of April, shortly before the 
commencement of harvest. These were known among the Jews as *the 
former and the latter r^n;' and were peatly valued, as essential to 
the ripening of the crops. At these periods, thunder is most frequent, 
though it is occasionally heard in the plidns during winter, and in the 
mountains throughout the summer. During the rest of the year, rain 
seldom or never fdls, but the want of it is m a measure compensated 
by the fall of copious dews, especially in the hilly districts. The 
frequent mention of dew in the Scriptures proves how much it was 
valued as a source of fertility to the soil. Gen. zxvii. 28; Ps. exxxiiL 3L 

The mountains in the northern districts of Palestine are chiefly 
composed of calcareous or limestone rock, whitish in colour, and 
extremely hard. Those in the neighbourhood of Jerusalem, and 
stretching away on either side of it, are of ihe same formation; 
but the hills skirting the Dead Sea and lower Jordan are of granite, 
and the other older formations. The upper strata of the hills, in 
various parts of Palestine, are composed of a soft chalky substance, 
in whiqh corals, shells, and fish are found imbedded; and occasionally 
flints resembling petrified fruits. These last are found chiefly in 
Carmel. Moses described the country as a ' land whose stones are 
iron, and out of whose hills thou mayest dig brass ;^ but if metals 
do now exist in Palestine, south of Lebanon, the apathy and degra- 
dation of the inhabitants prevent them from deriving any advantage 
from them. The sacred writings prove that the Jews were acquainted 
with various kinds of preoioos stones; and the character of the 
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motxntains gives reason to believe that the topaz, emerald, beryl, 
and fine jaspers, may be plentiful : bat of these the inhabitants are 
at equally little pains to take advantage. 

The soil of the Holy Land, while it was in the possession of the 
Jews, was nnquestionably rich, and fully realised the elowin^ 
desoription given of it by Moses, Deut. viii. 8, 9. Not only were 
the plains and valleys under cultivation, but, by means of terraces 
or embankments, even the hills were rendered productive to their 
very sununits ; of this there still remain proofii in the ruins of walls 
built to support the soil on mountain declivities. There are also 
traces of canals, by which water was conveyed from cisterns over the 
fields, for purposes of irrigation; thus supplying the lack of rain, 
or river water, which was by no means plentiful. In this way, 
the natural riches of the sod were fully developed, and largely 
rewarded its cultivators. Nor does the present depressed state at 
Palestine belie the accounts of its former fertility, as its poverty is 
attributable almost solely to the want of culture under the oppressive 
dominion of the Turks, while the few spots in it which enjoy even a 
moderate degree of tillage are highly productive. 

The vegetable productions of ralestine are very numerous and 
varied; the most common are wheat, rye, barley, beans, and th« 
cotton plant, which everywhere flourish ; certain districts also produce 
tobacco. Rice is grown in the neighbourhood of the Waters of Merom i 
the white mulberry and the vine abound in Lebanon ; Shechem and 
Jaffa possess oranges, citrons, lemons, and melons ; dates and pome- 
granates flourish at Gaza ; indigo grows spontaneously on the banks 
of the Jordan; and a few palms still grace the neighbourhood of 
Jericho. The fig-tree is cultivated to some extent, and its fruit used 
as an article of export ; but the olive, once the richest production of 
the land, is almost wholly neglected, and grows chiefly in a wild state. 

Among the animals of Palestine, our own domestic ones are 
common. The sheep, ox, and goat formed an important part of the 
possessions of the Hebrews. Their horses were not so numerous, but, 
instead of them, oxen, camels, and asses of a breed far superior to any 
in this country, were commonly employed. Several wild animals are 
mentioned in Scripture (Deut, xlv. 4, 5), some of which are still found ; 
but in many cases they cannot be identified with any now known. 
David related before Saul his encounter with a lion and a bear, 1 Satn. 
xvii. 34 ; neither of which now inhabits Palestine. The leopard, 
however, still haunts the solitudes of Lebanon. Hyaenas and jackals 
are numerous along the banks of the Jordan ; wild boars are found 
in Tabor and the neighbourhood, and several kinds of deer browse 
on the heights throughout the land. Many species of birds and 
reptiles are found in Palestine, which can be easily identified with 
those mentioned in Scripture. Bees frequent clefts of the rocks in 
large numbers; and it would take but a moderate amount of 
industry and attention to make Palestine even now answer to its old 
description — * a land flowing with milk and honey.* 

X. INHABITANTS. 

Palestine was originally inhabited by a number of tribes who 
were descended from Canaan, the son of Ham, Gen, x. 15-19. These 
were generally distributed over the country as follows :— On the east 
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of Jordan, the Kenites, the Eenizzites, and the E^admonites held 
poflsession. On the west side of Jordan, the hill-coantry in the 
south was occupied by the Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and 
Amorites ; the district in the centre, by the Canaanites ; the 
country on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, by the Girgashites ; 
and the northern portion, including the southern slopes of Lebanon, 
by the HiTites. Alon^ the coast, a narrow strip of land was 
inhabited by the Phcenicians in the north, and the Philistines in 
the south. 

When the children of Israel under Moses approached the Land of 
Promise, the kingdoms west of the Jordan had undergone scarcely 
any change ; but on the east side, the Amorites had acquired two 
kingdoms, Bashan and GKIead, reaching from Mount Hermon south 
to the river Amon; and the country south of the Amon was held by 
the Moabites. 

The two kingdoms of the Amorites were all that Israel conquered 
before crossing the Jordan ; the other neighbouring tribes, which were 
chiefly the descendants of Lot, they allowed to remain unmolested. 
On the west side of the Jordan, almost the whole country was overrun 
and taken jiossession of by the Jews ; and they remained, with the 
occasional mtermission of a few years, entire masters of it until the 
Assyrian captivity. When this event took place, a mixed multitude 
ftom various cities of Assyria settled in the central districts of 
Palestine, and, mingling with the few Jews who remained, formed the 
mixed race called the Samaritans. After the Babylonian captivity, 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin returned to the possession of their 
proper territory, which they retained almost without intermission 
till the Roman conquest of it. 

The Jews were, from their earliest history, chiefly an agricultural 
and pastoral people. In the reign of Solomon, however, the pursuits 
of commerce were successfully followed ; timber was floated in rafts 
from Tyre to Joppa ; gold and silver were brought fh>m Tarshish and 
Ophir ; and, in exchan^ for these things, com, wine, and oil were 
exported in great quantities. 

Many causes combined to render the Jews a distinct and exclusive 
people. The circumstances connected with their origin, deliverance 
from Egypt, and entrance into Canaan, their peculiar religious ritual, 
the consciousness that they were specially favoured by CK>d, the know- 
ledge that firom them the Messiah was to spring, and the judgments 
which invariably followed their inclination towards the customs of 
the heathen, all contributed to preserve their individuality ; and so 
powerful has been the effect of this influence, that at the present 
day, though scattered among every nation, the Jew has never mingled 
with any, but is still as distinct as when the undisputed master of 
Canaan. 

The modem inhabitants of Palestine number about 400,000, who 
are chiefly Arabs, and Arabic is the language generally spoken. 
Next to them in numbers are the Christians, who are divided into 
numerous sects, animated by the utmost hostility to each other. 
The Jews are comparatively a small portion of the community. 
Most of them are immigrants from Europe, and their children, who 
have come to spend their last days in Palestine, and lay their dust 
beside that of their fivthers. 
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XI. HISTORICAL. 

The division of Canaan among the tribes of Israel took place aboat 
1440 years B.a Haying £ftile^ however, wholly to expel the inha- 
bitants, and having frequently been led, in consequence of forbidden 
intercourse with tnem, into habits of idolatry, the Israelites were 
subjected to several successive periods of bondage under the neigh- 
bouring tribes as a punishment for their offence. From these states 
of servitude they were delivered by judges, who were raised up for the 
purpose, and who administered justice during the remainder of their 
lives, acting directly under the guidance of GU>d. The last of these 
governors was Samuel. The people having demanded from him a 
kin^, Saul was chosen by lot, and ascended the throne about 1095 b. a 
During his reign, and the reigns of his successors, David and Solomon, 
the tribes continued united in one kingdom, which attained, the 
height of its splendour under Solomon. His son Rehoboam, who 
succeeded him 975 b. c, having imposed heavy burdens on the people, 
ten of the tribes revolted from under his authority, and formed a 
separate kingdom, of which Jeroboam was elected king. The tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin were those which remained fSstithfuI to the house 
of David. From this period, the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah 
continued distinct, and harassed each other with constant rivalry 
and frequent wars. A succession of wicked and idolatrous kings, of 
many different dynasties, governed Israel till the year 7*21 B.C., when 
Shalmanezer carried the ten tribes captive into Assyria ; and from 
this period their history is unknown. The kingdom of Judah remained 
ftdthml to the house of David till the year 588 b. c, when it also was 
conquered by the Babylonians, and Jerusalem destroyed. After a 
captivity of about seventy years, the Jews returned, under the autho- 
rity of Cyrus, king of Medo-Persia, to Judea, rebuilt Jerusalem, and 
remained tributary to Persia till 330 b. c, when Alexander overthrew 
that empire. At the division of Alexander's kingdom after his death, 
Palestine fell to the share of Ptolemy, and continued in the hands 
of his successors for about a century. About the year 200 B.a, 
Antiochus the Great, Idng of Syria, annexed it to his kingdom; but 
it regained its independence, under the Maccabees, 143 B.C. After 
100 years of independent Jewish government, the Romans were 
induced by the quarrels of different factions to interpose their 
authority, and by them Herod the Great was placed on the throne 
44 B.C. After his death, Judea fell to the share of his son Archelaus • 
but, on his banishment shortly afterwards, it was placed under 
Roman procurators, the most noted of whom was Pontius Pilate, 
by whose authority our Saviour was crucified. The Jews having 
soon after broken out into open rebellion, Vespasian entered the 
country 67 a.d. with an army; and in the year 70 a.d., his son Titus 
having destroyed Jerusalem, the independent existence of the Jewish 
nation ceased. Judea continued under the sway of Rome till the 
beginning of the seventh century, when it was overrun and conquered 
by the Saracens. In the end of the eleventh century, it was wrested 
from them by the Crusaders, who held possession of it till the year 
1187, when Saladin conquered Jerusalem. On the conquest of Syria 
by the Turks, in the beginning of the fourteenth century, Palestine 
fell, with the rest of the country, into their hands ; and has continued 
in their possession, with few interruptions, till the present day. 



SECTION 11. 

DIVISIONS AND TOWNS OF PALESTINE. 

After Canaan was conquered by the children of Israel, the 
whole country was divid^ by lot, according to the number 
of the tribes. In this allotment, no portion was assigned 
to Levi; but, that the number of the tribes might still be 
entire, each of the two sons of Joseph was reckoned as a 
distinct tribe. The following was the order of their respective 
lots:— 

On the east side of the Jordan — Half-tribe of Manasseh, 
tribes of Gad and Reuben. 

On the west side of the Jordan, northwards — Tribes of 
Asher, Naphtali, and Zebulun. 

In the centre — Tribe of Issachar, half-tribe of Manasseh, 
and the tribe of Ephraim. 

Towards the south — Tribes of Benjamin, Judah, Dan, 
and Simeon. 

Until the death of Solomon, the twelve tribes were united 
generdly in one community ; but during the reign of Rehoboam 
his son, ten of the tribes revolted, and formed a distinct 
kingdom, under the name of the Kingdom of Israel. The 
tribes of Judah and Benjamin, which remained faithful, were 
designated the Kingdom of Judah. 

After being conquered by the Romans, Palestine was divided 
into provinces, and subdivided into minor governments as 
follows :— 



ON THE WEST SIDE OF JORDAN. 



TBIBBS. 

Asher, 
Naphtali, 
Zebulnn, 
Issachar, 

Manasseh (half), 
Ephraim, 

Benjamin, 
Jndah, 
Dan, 
Simeon, 



> GaliIeb, 

I SAMAaiA. 



::} 



Jddea, 



8VBDITI8IOK8. 



(Upper or Northern Gkdilee. 
(Lower or Southern Galilee. 



(Judea Proper. 
(Idamea. 
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ON THB EAST BIDB OF JORDAN. 

PROTINCX. 8UBDITI8IOMS.* 

Abilene. 
Iturea. 
Ganlonltifl. 
Auranitis. 
TrachoniUs. 
Batanea. 
Decapolis. 
^Perea Proper, 



Reuben, 

Oad, ^Pbuu, 

Manaflseh (half}, 



,:}■ 



Galilee was the most northern proyince of Palestine, west of the 
Jordan ; Upper Ckililee was sometimes called by the Jews GfcUUee of 
the Gentiles^ because it was partially inhabited by people of a 
different race from themselves— rhoenicians and Arabs. 

Samaeia was the centre division, between Galilee and Judea. It did 
not occupy the whole breadth of country between Jordan and the 
Mediterranean; a nairow strip of land along the sea-coast being 
allotted to Judea. Its name was derived firom the city of Samaria, the 
chief town of the province. 

JODEA was the southernmost and largest of the provinces west of 
the Jordan ; it was also the most important, and sometimes the whole 
of Palestine went under the name of Judea. 

Idutnec^ when mentioned in the New Testament, refers to a district 
in the south of Judah, which had been overrun by the Edomites, and 
to which they gave their name. They were originally located in 
Arabia Petrea. 

Perba included the whole of Palestine east of the Jordan. 

Abilene was the most northern of the divisions of Perea ; it lay on 
the borders of the tribe of Naphtali, and is one ot the tetrarchies 
mentioned by Luke, over which Lysanias was governor, Luke ilL 1. 

Iturea lies immediately south of Abilene ; it derived its name from 
Jetur, one of the sons of Ishmael, by whose descendants it was peopled. 
Gen, XXV. 15 ; 1 Chron, L 31. In the days of our Saviour, it formed 
part of the tetrarchy of Philip, Herod's brother, Luke ill. 1. It now 
bears the name of Jedur, 

GatiUmitis was a small district, along the east shore of the Sea of 
Ghililee. It at one time fbrmed a part of the kingdom of Bashan, and 
probably derived its name from Golan, the chief city of that kingdom, 
Ihut, iv. 43. It is now called Jolan. 

Auranitis was a large territory, lying east from Graulonitis ; its name 
was given to it from Hauran, one of its chief cities, Ezek xlvii. 16, 18. 
It still retains the name of the Hauran, 

TrachoniUs lay to the east of Auranitis. After the death of Herod, 
it was included in the government of Philip his son. It is now called 
El Ledja, 

Batanea, south from Graulonitis, contained the greater part of the 
ancient kingdom of Bashan, from which it has its name. It reached 
southward to the Jabbok. 

DeeapoUs was not, strictly speaking, the name of any distinct 
territotTi but denoted ten cities scattered over a pretty wide dis- 
trict. Ilie names of the cities commonly included m tins list were, 

« Only those are mentioned which oecnr in Scripture, or were within the proper 
bounds of Palestine. 
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Soythopolis, Philadelphia, Raphana, Gtetasa, Hippos, Dion, Pella, 
Gadara, Otopos, and Damascus ; most of which were in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Sea of Gkililee. 

Perea Proper was the southernmost division of the proyinoe, and 
comprised the country between the Amon and the Jabbok. 

Palestine, at present, forms part of the Turkish proyince 
of Syria. It is divided into two pachalics or eyalets— the 
pachalic of Acre or Akka, and the pachalic of Damascus ; and 
these, again, are divided into numerous small cantons or pro- 
vinces. The pachalic of Acre comprehends most of Galilee, 
and the country along* the coast, southward to the border of 
Egypt. The pachalic of Damascus extends over all the 
eastern part of Palestine, including the Valley of the Jordan 
and the greater part of Judea. 

TOWNS m GALILEE. 



TWbei. 


OU Testament. 


TovMlnthetimeol 


Modem HunM. 




Dan or Laiah. 








Aocho. 


Ptolemais. 


Acre or Akka. 




Achzib. 


Ecdippa. 


ZibL 




Rehob. 






Naphtaii. 


Hazor. 








Kedeah. 


Capemaam. 

Chorazin. 

Bethaaida. 


Kedes. 


Zebulun. 


Jokneam. 










Caaa. 


Kana.6lnJelil. 






Tiberias. 


Tabariyeh. 
Naainih. 






Nazareth. 


ISSACHAE. 


Jezreel. 




Zerin. 




Shnnem. 




Solam. 






Nain. 


Nein. 




Bethshean.* 


Scythopolis. 


Belaan. 




Endor.* 








Me^ddo.* 







Dan, originally called Laisk or Zeshem, was situated at the 
northern extremity of Palestine, beyond the confines of the 
tribe of Naphtali, and near the sources of the Jordan. 

When Abraham pursued the five kings who had made Lot a prisoner, 
he oyertook and defeated them in the neighbourhood of this town. 
Gen. xiy. 14. It was a city of the Canaanites, and remained in their 
possession till 600 men of the tribe of Dan disjplaoed them, and called 
the city by the name of their tribe, Juda. xvhi. 27. The inhabitants 
of Dan were the first among Israel who became openly idolatem, 

• These three belonged to Manssaeh, bat were situated within the bonnds of 
Isaaehar. 



5» TjaaynooK or sobiptubb gbogbapry. 

Judff, xviii 30. AfterwanU, it was ohoaen by Jeroboam as the seat ct 
one of the two golden oalvea which he set up, 1 Kitigs xii. 29. On 
the buildmg of Csesarea Philippi, Dan, which had prerioosly &Uen 
into decay, was abandoned, and nothing now remains of it, except 
a heap of stones, at a place caUed Tel-d-Kadi, 



Aeeho stands at the northern comer of the Bay of Acre, 
opposite Mount Carmel. 

At the division of the tribes by Joshua, Accho was assigned to Asher, 
but this tribe foiled to drive out the inhabitants, Judg, i. 31. Aboat 
100 years a a, Accho was repaired by Ptolemy, king of £^ypt, whose 
name, PiotemaU, it bore for several centuries. A church was early 
formed here, which Paul is mentioned as having visited, Jds xzL 7. 
In the records of the Crusades, Accho is called Aeon, The name 
now given to it by Europeans— 5lf Jean d'Acre — originated in its 
connection with the Knights of St John, to whom the town was given 
by Richard Coeur de Lion. AMa is the name given to it by the 
inhabitants. 

The town at the present day is beautifiilly situated in the midst of 
a fertile country, but the appearance of the interior is mean and 
uninviting. Its harbour is one of the best on the coast of Palestine, 
though neither laive nor deep. The number of inhabitants is 
estimated at about 10,000. 

Achs!ib is situated ten miles north of Accho, on the slope of 
a hill overlooking the sea. 

It was another of the places from which the tribe of Asher could 
not drive the inhabitants, Judg, i. 31 ; and it remained for the most 
part in the hands of the Phoenicians. By the Ghreeks, it was named 
Ecdippa, The modem Zib is a small village, noted chiefly for its water- 
melons. There was another Achzib, in the tribe of Judah, the site of 
which is unknown, Josh. xv. 44. 

Behdby , or Beth^Bekob^ is supposed to have stood about ten 
miles east from Sidon. 

The spies sent by Moses penetrated to this city, in their progress 
through the land, Numb, xiii. 21. It was afterwards allotted to Asher, 
and was one of the cities in their territory bestowed on the Levites, 
Josh. xix. 28 ; xxi. 31. Its site is not known. 

KAPHTALI. 

Hazor was a chief city of the Canaanites, situated on the 
west side of the "Waters of Merom. 

Hazor was burnt by Joshua after the defeat of Jabin, its king, 
and his allies, Jo^. xL 10. It seems, however, to have been 
rebuilt by the Ganaanites ; as afterwards, a second Jabin, king 
of Hazor, held Israel for a time in bondage, Judg, iv. 2. Hazor 
was fortified by Solomon, 1 Kings ix. 15. It was destroyed by 
the Assyrians, 2 Kings xv. 29 ; and its site is now only matter of 
coigectttre. 
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Kedeshj called sometimes Kedesh Naphtali, was situated on 
a hill a few miles south from Hazor. 

This was one of the cities given to the Levites, and a city of reftige. 
Josh, zz. 7 ; XXL 32. Barak resided in it when called to lead l8x«el 
against Jabin, Judg, iv. 6. Kedesh was one of the first cities that fell 
before the Assyrians under Tiglath-pileser, 2 Kings xv. 29. A village 
named Kedes remains on its site. 

Capernaum was situated on the borders of Naphtali and 
Zebufun, on the north-west shore of the Lake of Gennesareth. 

It was frequently the place of our Saviour's abode, and is called ' his 
own city,* Matt, ix. 1. Many of his most remarkable miracles were 
performed in it. Matt. viii. 5, 14 ; Mark i. 20-31. It was also the 
residence of Peter (Matt, viii. 14), and of Levi or Matthew, who was 
called while there * sitting at the receipt of custom,* Mark iL 14. The 
site of Capernaum has not yet been determined. 

Chorasfin was situated a few miles south of Capernaum; on 
the shores of the Lake of Gennesareth. 

Chorazin, along with Capernaum and Bethsaidl^ was denounced by 
our Saviour for its unbelief, Matt, xi. 23. No vestige of it remains. 

Bethsaida was situated stil] further south, along the coast of 
the Sea of Galilee. 

This was the birthplace of Peter, Andrew, and Philip, John 1, 44. 
Nothing has been discovered to determine its site. There was another 
Bethsaida, on the east side of the Sea of Galilee, near to which our 
Saviour miraculously fed the 5000 with five loaves and two fishes, 
Luke ix. 10. 

KKBULUK. 

Jokneanij sometimes called Jokneam of Carmel {Josh, xii. 22), 
is supposed to have been about ten miles south of Acre. 

It was one of the cities whose kings were slain by Joshua. It was 
afterwards given to the I/evites, Josh, xxL 34. 

Cana ofOalilee was a village situated some distance to the 
west of me Sea of Galilee. 
It was the scene of our Saviour*s first miracle — ^the turning of water 
, into wine {John ii. 1) — and also of the miraculous cure of the noble- 
man's son at Capernaum, John iv. 46-^0. It was the birthplace 
of Nathanael, who was one of the first to acknowledge the Saviour, 
John i. 47 ; xxL 2. A ruined and uninhabited village, called Kanchel- 
JdU^ is the only remains of the ancient Cana. 

Tiberias was a considerable city, on the western shore of the 
Sea of Galilee. 

It was built by Herod Antipas, who named it Tiberias, in honour of 
the reigning emperor Tiberius. On the fall of Jerusalem, the Sanhedrim 
transferred its sittings to Tiberiaa, which thenceibrth became the 
principal seat of Jewisti learning, and possessed a celebrated rabbinical 
college. This has been restored within the last century, and still 
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ezistfl. The modern Todxmyeh if> a place of mean appearance ; the 
popolation is aboat 2000, of whom nearly one-half are Jews. 

Nazareth is a small town, six miles west from Mount Tabor. 
It lies on the western slope of a narrow valley, and is 
surrounded on all sides by hills. 




NujEureth. 

Nazareth was the residence of Joseph and Mary before the birth of 
our Lord, Luke i. 26 ; and here Mary received the announcement 
from the anfiel that she would give birth to a son. Matt, IL 23. After 
the return of Joseph from Egypt, he again resided here, and it was 
the usual abode of the Saviour till the commencement of his publio 
ministry, Luke ii. 51. His teaching here was ill received ; the inhabi- 
tants on one occasion threatening to cast him down from the hill on 
which the city was built, Luke iv. 29. NasircUi is a small town, of 
rather better appearance than most of those in Palestine. The inhabi- 
tants number about 3000, of whom nearly one-third are Moslems, 
and the remainder Christians of different sects. 



188ACBAK. 

Jezreel was situated near the eastern extremity of the great 
plain, to which it gave its name. 

This town was on the confines of the tribe of Issachar, Josh, xix. 18. 
It formed a part of Ishbosheth^s kingdom in opposition to DavidX 
2 Sam, ii. 8, 9. Ahab possessed a palace in Jezreel (1 Kings xxt 1), 
to enlarge the grounda of which, the vineyard of Naboth was taken, 
1 Kings xxi. 15. This vineyard was afterwards the scene of some 
of the calamities which followed Ahab's crime, 2 Kings ix. 25-36. 
The modem village of Zerin represents the ancient city. 

Shunem was situated about five miles south of Mount Tabor. 

It was here that the Philistines encamped on the eve of the battle 

in which Saul perished, 1 Sam, zxviiL 4. It was the birthplace of 
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Abishag, David's attendant, 1 Kings i. 3. It was also the residence of 
the woman whose son Ellsha restored to life, 2 Kings iv. 36. Solam^ 
a small and dirty village, now occupies the site of Shunem. 

Nain lies a few miles south-west from Tabor, near the river 
Kishon. 

It is well known as the scene of our Saviour's miracle in restoring 
the widow's son to life, Luke vii. 11, 12. It is now a miser^e 
hamlet. 

BethsheaUf or BetTishan, was situated at the eastern onening* 
of the Plain of Jezreel. Though lying within the bounaary of 
Issachar, it belonged to the half-tribe of Manasseh east of the 
Jordan, Judg. i. 27. 

The bodies of Saol and his sons, after their death on Mount 
Gilboa, were exposed on the wall of this town, from which they 
were removed by the men of Jabesh Gilead, I Sam. xxxi. 12. Shortly 
after the captivity, it was named by the Ghreeks ScythopoliSy^ probably 
because of its vicinity to Succoth. The modem Beisan is a smaU 
village, of about 200 inhabitants ; and the extensive ruins in th8 
neighbourhood bear evideiice of great antiquity. 

Endor, situated about four miles south of Tabor, was another 
of the cities possessed by Manasseh, within the confines of 
Issachar, Josh, xvii. 11. 

It is mentioned in Scripture in connection with Deborah's victcHry 
over the army of Jabin, Fs, Ixxxiii. 10; and as the residence of the 
woman with a familiar spirit whom Saul went to consult before the 
battle of Gilboa, 1 Sam. xxviii. 7* 

Megiddo was also a city of Manasseh, situated in the 
territory of Issachar, near the western limit of the plain of 
Jezreel, Josh. xvii. 11. 

Ahaziah, king of Judali, was slain near this city by Jehu, who 
pursued him from Jezreel, 2 Kings ix. 27 ; and in the neighbouring 
plain, Josiah, when fighting with Pharaoh Necho, king of E^gypt, 
received his death-wound, 2 Chr(m. xxxv. 22. Taanach is mentioned 
in the Bible as a city ac^acent to Megiddo, Josh. xiL 21 ; 1 Kings iv. 12. 
The site of neither of them has been found. 
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HALF-T&IBB OV MANAB8KH« 

Dothan was fiituated about twelve miles north of Samaria. 

Joseph^s brethren were in this neighbourhood when they Bold him 
to the Ishmaelite merchants, Gtu. zzxviL 17. Elisha resided here 
when the Syrians attempted to seize him, and were smitten with 
btindness. 2 Ki^ga vi. 13, 17. An insignificant tillage remains on the 
spot ; ana the inhabitants point out a well close by, which, they say; 
is that into which Joseph was oast. 

B p H a A I X. 

Samaria was builtxon a hiU in the north of Ephraim by 
Omri, kin^ of Israel, wlio purchased the site from Shemer, 
and named the city after him, 1 Kings xvi. 24. 

Omri made this city his capital, 1 Kmga xvL 29 ; and it continued to 
be the metropolis of the ten tribes for nearly two centuries. In the 
reign of Ahab, his son, Samaria was besieged by Benhadad, king of 
Sma, who was entirely defeated before its walls, 1 Kwga xx. 1, 21. 
Ilie city was again besieged by Benhadad in the reign of Jehoram, 
son of Ahab (2 Kings yL ^), when it was saved by the intervention 
of a miracle. Samaria was at length taken by Shalmanezer, king of 
Assyria, after a siege of three years (720 B.a), the inhabitants earned 
away captive, and the city destroyed, 2 Kings xvii. 5. Shortly before 
the oommg of our Saviour, Herod the Great rebuilt it, and changed its 
name to Sebavte^ in honour of the Emperor Augustus, who then reigned. 

Philip was the first who preached the CK>8pel in Samaria, Acts 
viii. 5 ; and for two or three centuries a Christian church existed in it. 
It is now a poor Turkish village, but surrounded by stately ruins. 

Sheehem was situated in a valley, having Mount Ebal on 
the north, and Gerizim on the south. 

It existed as early as the days of Abraham, Gen, xii. 6w In the 
neighbourhood was the parcel of ground bought by Jacob for a 
burying^place, &en. xxxiiL 19. On the division of Canaan, Sheehem 
fell to the lot of Ephraim (Josh. xxi. 21), but was bestowed on the 
Levites, and appointed a city of reftige, Josh, xx. 7* In the days of 
Joshua, it was the centre where the assemblies of Israel were gathered, 
Jo^, xxiv. 1. After the death of Gideon, the Shechemites appointed 
Afoimelech, king of Israel, Jttdg.. ix. 6 ; but when he had reigned three 
years, they revolted against his authority, whereupon he razed the 
city; Judg, ix. 45. It was afterwards rebuilt, however ; was the scene 
of Rehoboam^s enthronement, 1 Kings xii 1 ; and when the division 
of the kingdom took place, and Jeroboam became monarch of the 
ten tribes, Sheehem was xnade his capital, 1 Kings xii. 25. It was 
one of the first cities that feU before the Assyrians ; but it afterwards 
became the chief city of the Samaritans, and the centre of their 
worship. The tribes of Judah and Bexgamin, on their return ibom 
Babylon, refused to recognise the Samaritans as Jews, and hence the 
bitter enmitv which subsisted ever after between them, Ezra iv. 2-4. 
A rival temple was, in consequence, bmlt on Mount Gherizim, where 
the Samaritans performed the Mosaic ritual, professing greater purity 
than the Jews themselves. This temple was destroyed by John 
Hyrcanus, about 130 aa 

We read of only one visit paid by our Saviour to Syehar, Jolm iv. 
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The apostlea, however, preached the Gh)«pel there, and were sacoettful 
in establishing churches, Act$ viiL 25; ix. 31. NabUnu is now a 
comparatively prosperous place, containing about 8000 inhabitants, of 
whom about 500 are Christians. 

ShiLoh was a very ancient city, situated on a hill, ten miles 
south of Shechem, Judg. zxi. 19. 

When the Israelites entered Canaan, the tabernacle was first reared 
in Shiloh («/osA. zviiL 1), and the ark remiuned there till it was carried 
forth against the Philistines (1 Sanu iv. 4), and fell into their hands. 
In Shiloh, Joshua made the final division of the country among the 
tribes. Josh, xviii. 10; there Samuel was dedicated to God by his 
mother, and left in chaige of Eli, 1 Sam, i. 24 ; and there Eli died, 
when he heard of the misfortune that had befidlen Israel and the 
ai^ 1 Sanu iv. 18. From the time that the ark was removed, Shiloh 
seems to have lost its importance in Canaan, Jer. vii. 12. It was 
subsequently the residence of Ah\jah the prophet, 1 Kings xiv. 2. The 
ruins of a village named Seilun occupy the place where Shiloh stood. 

Bethel was situated on a low ridge of hills, about twelve 
miles north of Jerusalem. 

It was originally called Lux; but Jacob, on the occasion of his 
dream there, named it Beihrel, or the House of Gt)d, Geru xxviiL Id. 
One of Jeroboam's golden calves was set up at Bethel, 1 Kings zii. 29 ; 
and while worshipping there, he was signally rebuked for his idolatry, 
1 Kinas ziiL 4. The town was afterwards taken from Jeroboam by 
Ab^ah, king of Judali (2 Chron, xiii. 19), and remained some time 
in the hands of his successors, 2 Kings xxiiL 15. It was on his way 
ftom Jericho to Bethel that Eiisha was mocked by the young people, 
forty-two of whom were torn by bears, 2 Kings u, 23. Only the ruins 
of a village named Beitin now remain on the spot, thus ftufilling the 
propl^ecy, * Bethel shall come to nought,' Amos v. 5. 
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Ctnarea^ frequently called Casarea Palestina, to distinguish 
it from CsBsarea Pliilippi, was situated on the coast of the 
ancient possession of Manasseh, but belonged to the province 
of Judea. It was upwards of thirty miles south of Acre. 

Originally, Ceesarea was called the Totctr of Strato; but shortly 
before the Christian era, it was enlarged and beautified by Herod the 
C^at, who named it Ccesarea, All the houses in the city, as well as 
the public buildings, were of marble, and the building of it occupied 
about twelve years. The mole or breakwater at the mouth of the 
harbour was reckoned one of the most extraordinary works of the age. 
CsBsarea was the residence of Cornelius the centurion — the fiirst 
Gentile to whom the Gh>spel was preached by the apostles, Actsn. 1. 
It was the scene of the terrible death of Herod Agrippa, spindson 
of Herod the Great, who was eaten of worms, Acts xii. 23. Its chief 
interest, however, is connected with PauFs imprisonment there, and 
his appearances before Felix, Festus, and Agrippa, the Roman gover- 
nors, Acts xxiii. 23 ; xxv. 1, 13. At the present day, only the extensive 
ruins which line the coast, mark where Cssarea stood. The Arabs call 
the place KaimriyeK 

Lody or Lydda^ was built by the sons of Elpaal (1 Chron, 
yiii. 12), the descendants of Benjamin, and was situated about 
thirty miles north-west from Jerusalem. 

It originally formed a portion of the kingdom of Samaria, but it 
was annexed to Judea in the time of the Maccabees. At Lydda, 
Peter healed Eneas of the palsy, Jc<« ix. 33. The ruins of a magni- 
ficent church, erected in honour of St George, who is said to be 
buried there, adorn the modem village of Ludd, 

BKKJAKIM. 

Jertisalem, was built on the hills Zion, Millo or Acra, 
Bezetha, Moriah, and Ophel, on the southern frontier of 
Benjamin. It is first noticed in the Bible as the city of 
Melchizedek, under the name of Salem, Gen. xiv. IB. After- 
wards it became the capital of the Jebusites, who named it 
Jebtis or Jelmsif Josh, xviii. 28. When the Jews conquered 
the country, it fell to the lot of Benjamin, and was named 
Jerusalefn. 

The site of Jerusalem has been described as a tongue of land skirted 
on all sides, except the north-west, by deep valleys. The highest part 
is Mount Zion, the southernmost of the hills on which the city stood. 
The fort on this hill was first the stronghold of the Jebusites, and 
afterwards the city of David. To the north of Zion was Acra, on 
which was built the lower city. East from Acra, and on the north- 
east of Zion, was Mount Moriah, where the temple was buUt. Ophel 
was a continuation of Moriah on the south, and Bezetha an extension 
of the same range on the north and north-west. Bezetha, however, 
was not included, within the walls of the city till the time of Agrippa. 
The Valley of TyropcBon, or the Cheesemongers, stretching firom west 
to east, divides Zion from Acra. It then makes a curve round the 
base of Mount Zion, and, oontinoing southward, divides that hill from 
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Moriah and Ophel, and joins the Valley of Jehoshaphat. The valley 
which originally separated Acra from Moriah was filled up by the Jews 
in the time of the Maccabees, to connect the city with the temple. 

Though Jerusalem was allotted to Beigamin, the tribe of Judah 
appears to have been the first to take it, Judg, i. 8. The city, 
however, was never wholly vanquished till the reign of David, who 
completely expelled the Jebusites, enlarged its bounds, and made it 
his capitid, 2 Sam, v. 9 ; 1 Chron, zi. 4. His son Solomon erected 
on Mount Moriah the celebrated temple, which stood unrivalled for 
its magnificence ; and in his reign Jerusalem reached the zenith of 
its prosperity, 1 Kings x. 27. In the reign of Rehoboam, his suc- 
cessor, it was tal^en by Shish^ king of Egypt; and the temple, 
which had remained in its original splendour only about thirty-four 
years, was stripped of its treasure, 1 Kings xiv. 25, 26. After the 
secession of the ten tribes, Jerusalem belonged only to the kingdom 
of Judah ; and in the wars which followed, it was again taken, and 
the temple plundered by Jehoash, king of Israel, 2 Kings xiv. 14. 
About the year 602 b. c, Jerusalem was besieged by Nebuchadnezzar, 
who made Jehoiakim prisoner, and carried him to Babylon, 2 Chron, 
xxxvi. 6. Jehoiakim^ son having revolted against Nebuchadnezzar^s 
authority, that monarch again besieged the city, took it, and made 
Zedekiah king as his tributary. Zedekiah in his turn havinp; rebelled, 
Nebuchadnezzar appeared a third time before the city, laid it in ruins, 
and carried most of the inhabitants captive to Babylon. About 
the year 5ZQ B.a, the Jews having obtained authority from Cyrus, 
returned in considerable numbers to Palestine, and the city and 
temple were rebuilt, under the direction of Ezra. After this, Jeru- 
salem was successively in the hands of Alexander, the Syrian kings, 
and the Maccabees, till about 40 B.C., when it was taken by the 
Romans, and bestowed upon Herod the Great, by whom the temple 
was repaired and beautified, and the city fortified and enlarged. On 
the death of Herod, Jerusalem, with the provinces of Judea, Samaria, 
and Idumea« fell to the share of his son Archelaus, Matt, iL 22 ; but 
on his banishment by the emperor, Judea became simply a Roman 




Modern Jerusalem. 



province, under the government of procurators. The propheeies 
uttered by our Saviour against Jerusalem {Matt. xxiv. 2; IaUm 
xix. 43, 44) received a terrible fulfilment, when Titus Vespasian, 
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after bedegins the city for nearly two yean, levelled it with the 
gfoiind, not 'TeaTing one stone above another.* The temple shared 
in the general ruin ; and though varioaa attempts were made, dnring 
the 500 years that followed, to rebuild the sacred edifice, it never 
again rose from its ruins. 

Modem Jerusalem, called by the Arabs M-Kuds^ or the Holy City, 
though of considerably less extent, occupies nearly the same site as 
the ancient city before the Roman invasion. The population numbers 
about 15,000 or 16,000, of whom nearly one-half are Jews, 500O 
Mohammedans, and the remainder Christians. The quarter inhabited 
by the Jews is the north-east part of Mount Zion, on which the 
western portion of the city stands, and is almost under the shadow of 
Moriah, the site of their ancient temple. 

The Mosque of Omar, built on the site of the temple, is the finest ^ 
structure in the Ottoman Empire, and is held in scarcely less venera- 
tion by the Turks than the temple of Solomon was by the Jews. Near 
the centre of the city is the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, said to be 
built over the spot where our Saviour was crucifiea and buried. The 
possession of this church was one of the great olgeots contemplated in 
the Crusades. Scarcely any remains of the ancient city are to be 
found; the only one of note, besides the pools of Hezekiah and 
Bethesda, being a massive tower near the eastern gate of the city, 
which Dr Robinson supposes to be the tower of Hippicus. 

Jericho, called also by Moses the CUy of Palm-trees 
(Deut, xxziv. 3), was situated in the plain which bears its 
name, about eight miles west from the river Jordan. 

It was the first city of Canaan which fell into the hands of the 
Jews, by whom it was completely destroyed, JoA, vi. ; a oune 
being pronounced against any one who should afterwards build it. 
It was nevertheless rebuilt after 530 years by Hiel of Bethel, on whose 
fiunily the curse was literally fulfilled, 1 Kings xvi. 34. Jericho was 
the residence of Zaocheus {iMie xix. 2), and the scene of at least one 
of our Saviour^s miracles — ^the healing of two blind men, MaU, xx. 30. 
The supposition that the village of RUuih represents Jericho^ is now 
known to be erroneous, but its ruins cover a considerable space at the 
foot of the barren hills in the north-east of JuHea. 

GUgal lay to the east of Jericho. It was the first place 
where the Israelites encamped after crossing the Jordan, 
Josh. iv. 10, 20. 

Here they set up the twelve stones which they had taken out of 
the river. Here, also, they kept their first passover in Canaan, and 
first ate of the com of the land. Josh, v. 10, 11. GKIgal continued to 
be the head-quarters of Joshua till the land was subdued, and the Ark 
of God remained there till it was removed to ShUoh. Samuel, in his 
circuits, came yeariy to Gilgal to dispense judgment, 1 Sam, viL 16 ; 
and he assembled Israel there to confirm the Kingdom in the hand 
of Saul, ] Sam. zi. 14. It became the seat of one of the schools of 
the prophets, 2 Kings iL 1; iv. 38; but it relapsed into idolatry; and 
there is now no trace of it to be found, Hos, iv. 15. 

Otbeah was situated a few miles north-west ifrom Jerusalem. 
It was the scene of that act of cruelty which brought down on 
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Beiyamin tlie yengeanoe of all lanel {Jiidg, xx. 4), and led to the 
almost total extirpation of the tribe, Jvdg, xx. 43w It was also the 
birthplace and residence of Saul, the first king of Israel; hence 
it is sometimes called Gibeah of Saul, 1 Sam. x. 26 ; xi. 4. Only 
•a few of its ruins are now discernible near a small Tillage named 
</e6a. 

Bamah lay about three miles north-west from Gibeah. 
Baasha, king of Israel, seized, and endeavoured to fortify this town, 
in order to prevent communication between Israel and Judah, 

1 Kings xy. 17. When Palestine was invaded by the Babylonians, 
Nebuzar-adan made Ramah his dep6t for the Hebrew prisoners before 
removing them to Babylon, Jer, xl. 1. The lamentation over the 
slaughter of the children at Bethlehem by command of Herod, is 
represented as so great as to reach even to Ramah, Matt, ii 18. A 
miserable Arab village, named Er Ram, remains on the spot, with 
some ruins of considerable antiquity in the vicinity. This was not 
the Ramah where Samuel resided, of which nothing certain is 
known. 

Bethany is situated on the eastern slope of the Mount of 
Olives, about fifteen furlongs, or two miles, distant from 
Jerusalem. 

Considerable interest attaches to it as the residence of Martha, 
f Mary, and their brother Lazarus, John xL 1 ; as the scene of the 
mirade performed by our Lord in raising Lazarus from the dead, 
John xi. 44 ; and as the spot whence our Saviour ascended from this 
world, Luhe xxiv. 50. The modem village, named M Jzirezeh, is an 
insignificant place, consisting of forty or fifty dwellings, where the 
tomb of Lazarus is still pointed out. 

Emmaus lay about seven miles and a half north-west from 
Jerusalem. 

Here our Saidour revealed himself after his resurrection to the 
two disciples, whom he had joined on their way from Jerusalem, 
Lake xxiv. 31. 

J n D A B. 

Hebron, built on a hill about twenty miles south of 
Jerusalem, is one of the most ancient cities of Palestine, 
Numb, xiii. 22. It was originally called Kirjath Arba, from 
Arba, a chief of the Anakim. It is also called Mamre by 
Moses, Oen, xxiii. 19. 

In its immediate vicinity were the field and cave of Machpelah, 
which Abraham bought for a burying-plaoe, Gen, xlix. 30. When the 
land was divided, Hebron was siven to Caleb (Joih, xiv. 13), by 
whom the Anakim were expellea. At a subsequent period, it was 
for seven years the capital of David, before Jerusalem was subdued, 

2 Sam, ii. 11. The rebellion of Absalom had its beginning in 
Hebron, 2 Sam» xv. 7; and it waa fortified by Behoboam, as one of 
the strongholds of Judah, 2 C^ron, xi. 10. The present town contains 
4000 or 5000 inhabitants, chiefly Moslems. Of Jews, there are about 
100 iSunilies. 
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Bethshemesh lay several miles south-west from Jerusalem. 

The inhabitants of this place were the first who received the ark, 
when it was retomed by the Philistines ; and man^ of them, having 
presumed to look into it, were struck dead for their offence,' 1 Sam. 
tL 13, 19. It was the scene of a defeat which Amaziah, king of 
Judah, suffered at the hands of Joash, king of Israel, 2 Chron, xxy. 21. 
It afterwards fell under the Philistines, 2 Chron. xxviiL 18. Con- 
siderable ruins, at a place called Ain Shems, mark the site of this city. 

Bethlehem is situated about six miles south of Jerusalem. 
It is sometimes called Bethlehem Ephrata (Mic. v. 2), and 
sometimes Bethlehem of Judea {Matt. ii. 1), to distinguish it 
from a small town of the same name in the tribe of Zebulun. 

Rachel, Jacobus wife, while travelling towards Bethlehem, died, and 
was buried by the wayside, Gen. xxxv. 19. Bethlehem was the resi- 
dence of Naomi and her family, both before and after their sojourn 
in the land of Moab, Ruth i. 1, 22. It became noted afterwards as 
the birthplace of David, 1 Sam. xvii. 12; but its chief interest is 
that there, accordinp; to prophecy, the Saviour of the world was bom, 
Micah V. 2; Matt. ii. 6. The modem town is a considerable place, 




Bethlehem. 

with about 2000 inhabitants, who are for the most part Cliristians. 
Towards the eastern extremity of it, is situated a convent, built by 
the Empress Helena, in commemoration of the nativity of our Lord ; 
and in connection with this is the Church of the Nativity, which is 
said to cover the precise spot where that event took place. 



Joppa lies about thirty miles south from Csesarea. 

Being the nearest seaport to Jerusalem, Joppa was always a place 
of considerable importance, though its harbour accommodation is 
extremely limited. All the material for Solomon^s Temple^ provided 
by Hiram, king of Tyre, was brought to Joppa, and thence conveyed 
to Jerusalem, 2 Chron, it 16. From this place, Jonah embarked in 
his vain attempt to escape the duty assigned him by Gh)d, Jon. i. 3. 
In New-Testament times it is noted as the residence of Tabitha 
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(Acts ix. 36), whom Peter raised from the dead ; and as the scene of 
reter^s vision, of a sheet let down from heaven by the four comers. 
Ads X. The number of inhabitants now in Jaffa is upwards of 6000, 
of whom nearly one-half are Christians. 

Anmathea was situated between Jerusalem and Joppa. 

It is interesting as the residence of Joseph, the Jewish councillor, 
who begged the body of Jesus from Pilate, and buried it in his own 
new tomb, MaM. xxviL 57, 60 ; Luke zxiii. 50, 51. 



BeersTiedaj lying about twenty-seven miles south of Hebron, 
was tiie most southern town of Palestine ; hence, ' from Dan 
to Beersheba' signifies the whole extent of the country. 

It was the frequent residence of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and its 
name, signifying ' the Well of the Oath,* was derived from the compact 
entered into there, regarding a well between Abraham and Abimelech, 
Gen. xxi. 31. Thence Abraham journeyed into the land of Moriah, 
when commanded to offer up Isaac, his son. Thence, also, Jacob fied 
from under Isaac^s roof, for fear of his brother Esau {Gen. zxviii. 10), 
and there he offered sacrifices when on his way into Egypt to visit 
Joseph, Gen. xlvi. 1. Samuel there made his sons judges over Israel, 
1 Sam. viii. 2. El^ah, when fleeing from the fury of Jezebel, visited 
this town, and left his servant there, 1 Kings xix. 3. Considerable 
ruins, called by the Arabs Bir-es-Seba^ remain at this place. 

TOWNS IN FEBEA. 
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BALF-TSIBX OF UAKASSXH. 



Golan was a city of Bashan, about twelve miles eastward 
from Jordan. 

When taken by the Israelites, it was given to the Levites, and 
appointed one of the cities of reftage, Deut. iv. 43 ; Josh. xz. 8. The 
province in which it was situated, on fiUling under Roman sway, was 
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named CkMilanitis, from this eity ; bat no yestige of the town itself 
baa been diacovered. 

Ashtaroth was the chief city of Og, kis^ of Bashan, and lay 
near the eastern boundary of Manasseh, Heut, i. 4. 

It aeems to have been in ezistenoe as early as the days of Abrahsm, 
nnder the name of Ashteroih Karnaim, Gen, sdv. 5. A heap of ruins 
near the small lake and castle of Mezareib is by some supposed to 
represent this ancient city. 

JEdrei was another of the cities of Og, about six miles south 
from Ashtaroth. 

It was the scene of a battle between the Israelites and Og, in 
which he was defeated and his kingdom conquered. Num. xxL 33. 
Extensiye ruins are found on the site of this town, covering a 
space of about two miles in circumference, which bear the name of 
JJraa, 

Jabesh Gilead lay about fifteen miles east of the Jordan, near 
the southern border of Manasseh. 

The inhabitants of this town were put to the sword, and the city 
sacked, for refusing to join in the war against Bex^jamin, Judff. xxL 8. 
At a later period, Saul routed the Ammonites before its walls, and 
saved the inhabitants from captivity, 1 Sam, xi. This service was 
requited by the men of Jabesli, when they perilled their lives to take 
down the bodies of Saul and his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and 
^ve them the rites of burial, 1 Sam. zxxi. 12. The site of this place 
is now unknown. 

Casarea Philippi, ori^nally called Banias, was situated near 
the eastern source of the Jordan, at the foot of a branch of 
Lebanon. 

It was much enlarged and beautified by Philip, the tetraroh, who 
named it Csesarea, in honour of Tiberius, and Philippi, to commemorate 
his own name as founder. CsBsarea was at least once visited by our 
Saviour in the course of his ministry, Matt, zvi 13 ; Mark viii. 27. It 
has now dwindled into an insignificant village, under its original name 
otBanias, 

Bethsaida was situated on the north-eastern shore of the 
Lake of Tiberias. 

It was originally a small villa^ but was rebuilt and enlaiged by 
Philip, the tetrarch, who named it Julias, in honour of the daughter of 
Augustus. He made it his occasional residence, and died here. In 
a desert place belonging to Bethsaida, our Saviour fed 5000 people 
vidth five loaves and two small fishes, Luke ix. 10. 

Gadara was, in the days of our Saviour, the principal city in 
Perea. It lay at a little distance from the southern extremity 
of the Sea of Galilee. 

In the neighbourhood of this town, our Saviour cast out the legion 
of devils from the demoniac who dwelt among the tombs, Mwk v. 2-13; 
Luke viiL 27. There are yet found in the sides of the hill on which the 
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oity stood many cavems, some of which are used as habitations, while 
others are appropriated as tombs. Considerable ruins are fonnd at 
this place, bearing now the name of Um-Keis. 



Mahanaim was situated a little to the north of the river 
Jabbok. 

In this place, Jacob, on his return from Padan-aram, was met by the . 
' angels of God,* Gm. xxxiL 2 ; whence the town has its name. It 
was the residence of Ish-bosheth, when he disputed the kin^om with 
David« 2 Sam, ii. 8 ; and it was the place of refuge to which Dayid 
himself resorted (2 Sam. zvii. 24), to avoid the danger consequent on 
Absalom^s rebellion. The site is probably to be looked for at MahneJL 

Bamoth Qileadj sometimes called Eamoth Miapeh, or simply 
Bamoth, was upwards of twenty miles east of the Jordan, and 
a few miles north of Mount Gilead. 

It was a Levitical city, and also a city of refuge, Josh. xx. 8. Having 
been taken by the S^rrians, it remaned in then: possession for a 
number of years ; and in successive attempts by the kings of Israel to 
retake it, Ahab was slain, and Joram, his son, some years afterwards, 
was wounded, 1 Kitiffs xxii. 29, 34 ; 2 KtMS viii. 28. Here Jehu was, 
by Elisha^s ox^er, anointed king of Israel, 2 Kinffs ix. 1, 2. The city 
was probably destroyed at the captivity ; and its site is supposed to 
be that marked by the ruins of Ramiha or Bamxa, 



Heshbon lay on the northern frontier of Reuben, about 
twenty miles east of the Jordan. 

It originally belonged to Moab, but was taken from them by Sihon, 
king of the AmoritoB, Numb, jod. 26. While in the hands of the 
Jews, it was a Levitical city. In after-years, it was again taken 
possession of by the Moabites, and is mentioned in the prophecies 
directed sgainst that people, Jta, zv. 4 ; xvL 8. Its ruins exist under 
the name of Hesbcm, 

Medeha was situated about seven miles south of Heshbon. 

The Ammomtes and their sllies were encamped before the walls 
of this town, previous to their defeat by Joab and the Israelites, 
1 Onron, xix. 7. After the captivity, it fell into the hands of the 
Moabites. The place is now in ruins, but it retains its ancient name. 

Bexer was some distance to the south of Medeba. 
It was one of the cities of refbge appointed east of the Jordan, 
Josh. XX. 8. Its site is now unknown. 

Bethabara, or Beth-lfarahy is understood to have been situated 
in the north-west part of the tribe of Reuben, on the river 
Jordan. 

This was the post assigned by GKdeon to the Ephraimites, in order 
to cut off the retreat of the routed Midianites, Jmdg, viL 24^ It is 
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mentioned in the New Testament as the place where John was 
baptising at the commencement of oar Saviour's ministry, John i. 28. 



FHCENIOIA. 

The country bearing this name may be generally defined as 
a narrow strip of land l>etween the western slope of the moun- 
tains of Lebanon and the Mediterranean Sea, and extending 
from the river Eleutherus on the north^ nearly to Mount 
Carmel on the south. 

This tract of country is exceedingly fertile, producing in 
abundance wheat, barley, rye, olives, figs, and some quantity 
of cotton and silk. The inhabitants, in ancient times, were 
the most enterprising mercantile and maritime people in ^e 
world; and, though confined within narrow limits at home, 
they planted numerous and flourishing colonies in Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. 

TOWNS. . 

The principal towns of Phoenicia mentioned in Scripture 
are — 

AKCIBNT KAMES. XODEEH KAIUCS. 

Saide. 



Sidon. 

Zarephath or Sarepta. 

Tyre. 



Surafend. 
Sur. 



Sidon is built on a small promontory, overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

It is one of the most ancient cities in the world, and probably had 
its name from Sidon, the son of Canaan, Gen, x. 15, 19. From a very 
early period in its history, Sidon was famed as a commercial city, 
as well as for advancement in the arts and sciences, 1 Kings v. o; 
Ezra iii. 7* At the time of the Jewish invasion, it was assigned to 
Asher, Josh, xix. 28 ; but being a place of great strength, it was never 
subdued by them, Judg. i. 31. Jezebel, the wife of Ahab, was a 
daup^hter of the king of the Sidonians, 1 Kings xvi. 31. 

Sidonians were more than once found among the hearers of our 
Saviour, Mark iii. 8 ; and once at least he visited their neighbourhood, 
Mark vii. 24. Paul also was permitted to visit Sidon when travelling 
to Rome as a prisoner, Acts xxvii. 3. 

The modem town of Saide contains about 15,000 inhabitants, of 
whom about 2000 are Christians, 400 Jews, and the remainder chiefly 
Moslems. The commerce of the town has been materially affected of 
late by the increasing prosperity of Beirut ; but it still exports cotton 
and sUk in considerable quantities. 

Zarephathj or Sarepta, lay on the sea-coast, about ten miles 
south of Sidon, and was under the protection of that city. 

It is celebrated in Scripture as the residence of the prophet £I\}ah 
during a period of drought and £Eunine in Canaan, and the scene of the 
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two mizacles which he perfonned in multiplying the widow's oil and 
meal, and in raising her son from the dead, 1 Kings xviL ; Luke iv. 26. 
The modem village of Surafend^ representing the ancient Sarepta^ does 
not occupy precisely the same site ; but there are considerable ruins 
in the neighbourhood, which mark the place where the ancient town 
stood. 

Tyre was originally built on a hill, twenty-fiye miles south 
of Sidon, on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 

Its founders were a colony of Sidonians, and hence it is called by 
Isaiah the *• daughter of Sidon,' /so. xxiii. 12. It was governed by kings 
of its own, who in the days of David and Solomon cultivated friendly 
intercourse with the Jewish monarchs, 2 Chron. ii. 3 ; and they, in 
turn, took advantage of the skill and enterprise of the Tynan artificers 
and merchants in the erection of the temple and other great works, 
1 Kings v. While yet in the height of its power, its doom was foretold 
by the prophets, Isa, xxiii. 1 ; Exeh xxvi: and, after a siege of thirteen 
years, Nebuchadnezzar, as was predicted, at length accomplished its 
overtlurow. 

New Tyre was built on an island about three-quarters of a mile from 
the shore, and remained in security for about 200 years. At the end of 
that period, Alexander the Great, being refUsed admittance within the 
gates, built a large mole from the shore to the island, and after a siege 
of seven months, took the city by storm, and razed it to the ground. 
I^re was rebuilt soon after ; but much of its traffic being transferred 
to Alexandria, it never regained its former prosperity. 

The inhabitants of Tyre were more than once among the hearers 
of our Saviour's teaching, and a church was early formed there, which 
was visited by Paul, Acts xxL 3. 

The modem town of Sur is a small and degraded place ; possessing 
a population of about 5000, of whom nearly one-half are Cliristians. 

FHILISTIA. 

The tract of country inhabited by the Philistines extended 
for about forty miles along the sea-coast, on the south-west of 
Canaan, and had an ayerage breadth of about fifteen miles. 
This territory was within the limits allotted to tiie Jews, but 
the inhabitants maintained their ground against eyery attempt 
to subju^te them, till the accession of Dayid to the tlurone of 
Israel, wnen they were brought under tribute. 



The Philistines were goyemed by fiye lords, who held sway 
in the following towns : — 

Awcmrr makes. modben nambs. 



Ekron. 

Oath. 

Ashdod. 

Askelon. 

Gaza. 



Akri. 

Esdud. 

Askulan. 

Gaza. 
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JEkr&n was the most northern of the Philistine cities, and lay 
within Uie territory of Dan, Josh, xix. 43. 

It was for a short time subjugated by Judab, but reverted to the 
Philistines, Judg, L 18. 

From Ekion the Ark of God was sent back in a cart, drawn by two 
milch-kine, 1 Sam, v. 10 ; vi. 10. It is mentioned also as the seat of 
the worship of Baal-zebub, which deity Ahaziah, king of Israel, sent to 
consult as to the result of his sickness, 2 Kinpa I 2. The small village 
of ^ Art is generally understood to cover its site. 

Oath is supposed to have heen ahout nine miles south of 
Ekxon. 

It is celebrated as the abode of Goliath (I Sam, xvii. 4), the giant 
who defied Israel, and as being twice the refuge of David when 
fleeing fifom Saul, 1 Sam, acxL 10 ; xxviL 4. 9ome years aft^, when 
he became king, David took the city, and annexed it to his kingdom, 
1 Chron, xviii. 1. It was fortified by Rehoboam, and continued m the 
hands of his successors till the time of Jehoram, wh6n the Philistines 
recovered it. It was again taken, and it§ walls broken down by 
Uzziah (2 Chron, xxvL 6), from which time it appears to have lost its 
importance. Its site is now unknown. 

Ashdod lay ahout eleven miles south-west from Ekron. 

The worship of the god Dagon was observed here, and in his temple 
the ark was placed when taken from the Jews, 1 Sam, v. 1, 2. Uzziah. 
was the first Jewish monarch who overthrew Ashdod, 2 Chron, xxvL 6, 
After baptising the Ethiopian eunudi, Philip was found at Ashdod, 
called in the New Testament Azotus^ Acts viii. 40. The modem 
Eddttd is an insignificant village. 

Askelon was situated south of Ashdod, on the sea-coast, and 
was one of the principal strongholds and maritime towns of the 
Philistines. 

It was taken by the tribe of Judah (Juda, i. 18), but reverted in 
a short time to the Philistines, Judg. xiv. 19. It was the birthplace 
of Herod the Great, and after his death became the residence of his 
sister Salome. It is now a mass of ruins, bearing the name of Ashdan. 

Oaza was the principal city of the Philistines, and was 
situated about fifteen miles south of Askelon. 

It fell for a time under the hand of Judah {Judg. i. 18), but was 
recovered by the Philistines, and retained by them till the days of 
David. During that period, it was the scene of some of Samson^s 
wonderfrd exploits. He carried away the gate of the city, bar and aU, 
in the night, Judg, xvi. 3 ; and, in the midst of a feast in the temple 
of Dagon, he pulled down the pillars on which the house stood, and 
brought instant death on himself and about 3000 of the Philistines, 
Judg, xvL 30. Gaza is mentioned in the New Testament in connection 
with Philip*s interview with the eunuch, Acts viii. 26. It is still a 
place of considerable size and importance, containing a population of 
about 15,000. 



SECTION IIL 

COUNTRIES MENTIONED IN THE OLD TESTAMENT. 
L EGYPT, OB MIZBAIM. 

PHYSICAL AND DB8CBXPTXVX. 

Position and Boundaries, — E^ypt may be described as 
the lower part of the Valley of the Nile, reaching from above 
the cataract of Syene northward to the Mediterranean. It is 
bounded on the north by the Mediterranean Sea ; on the east 
by the Red Sea ; on the south by Ethiopia and the Nubian 
Desert ; and on the west by the Libyan Desert. Its extent 
is estimated at 11,000 square miles. 

General Aspect, — ^Two low ranges of hills run parallel to each other 
on either side of the Valley of the Nile, till it is opened up at the root 
of the Delta. Here the river is divided into two principal branches, 
which, with several minor streams, form the triangular space called 
the Delta, from its resemblance to the Greek letter a. Beyond these 
hills, on the east and west, the country is entirely desert. 

The Nile is the only river in Egypt. It receives its supply 
of water from three large streams — the Bahr-el-Abiad, or White 
Kiver ; the Bahr-el-Azrek, or Blue River ; and the Tacazz6, or 
Abara. After the junction of these three, it flows 1200 miles 
and falls into the Mediterranean Sea. 




TheNUe. 



The Nile annually overflows its banks ; commencing to rise in the 
month of June, and continuing till the beginning or middle of 
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September, 'when it gradually mibsides. Being the only source whence 
water can be obtained in Egypt, it will be understood how great a 
plague was inflicted on the country when the waters of the river were 
turned into blood, E»>d, viL 20 ; and what a heavy doom was pre- 
figured when it was prophesied that the river should be dried up, 
/sa. xix. 5, 6. The Nile is not mentioned by that name in the Bible, 
but is usually called ' the river,' when referred to in connection with 
Egypt, Gen. xli. I ; E»>d. iL 3, 5. 

The toil of Egypt consists almost entirely of the rich deposits 
of the Nile, and is so fertile, that little more requires to be done, on 
the subsidence of the river, than to scatter the seed, and an abundant 
harvest is the result. It produces besides various kinds of grain, 
onions, garlic, beans, melons, encumbers, flax, cotton. 

The dimaU is very warm, especially in the southern division of the 
country, but it is regular, and the atmosphere is clear. Rain very 
seldom falls, even in winter, but the nightly dews are heavy and 
refreshing. 

The population has recently been estimated at 3,200,000 ; but in 
ancient times, the inhabitants are said to have numbered as many as 
8,000,000. 

The Egyptians are descended from Mizraim, the second son 
of Ham; and hence the name by which the Hebrews desi^ated 
the country. The Egyptians very early turned their attention to 
science and art, and Egypt became for a time the academy of the 
world. Learning was, however, chiefly confined to the priestly caste, 
who were the astrologers, physicians, and judges of the country. 
Among the lower classes, the principal occupation was husbandry, as 
it is at this day. 

DlVISIOirS AND TOWKS. 

Egjrpt is generally divided into three parts — namely, 

DIVI8IOM8. CHISF CnUS. 

1. IJppKB EoTPT, Th£bais OF Pathkos. i Tticbes or No, Syene. 

3. MiDDLS EoTPT or HsPTANOicifl. Memptiis or Noph. 

3. LoMTsa EoTPT or Delta, | Zoan, Rameses, Alexandria. 

Thebes, or, as it is called in Scripture, No, or No Ammon, waa 
situated on the Nile. It was the capital of Upper Egypt, and 
probably the most ancient city in the country. 

It had reached the height of its glory before the time of David and 
Solomon. It was successively captured by the Babylonians and 
Persians, and was finally destroyed by Ptolemy, 81 B.C. A vast 
tract is now covered with the ruins of this ancient city, the principal 
of which are the temples of Camao and Luxor, both on the eastern 
bank of the Nile. 

Syene was situated on the southern border of Egypt. 

It is mentioned by Ezekiel as one of the extremities of the country, 
Ezeh xxix. 10. It is still a considerable town, bearing the name 
of Assouan. 

Memphis, or Noph, was situated on the Nile, some distance 
southward from the point of the Delta. 
It was a city of very ancient date. The kingdom of which it was 
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tbe capital was probably tbat known to tbe patriarobs, and in 
wbich the Israelites suffered bondage. This city was fiimous for its 
splendid temple, in whieh the Apis or sacred ox was kept and 
worshipped, it retained its splendour as a capital till the building 
of Alexandria, when it graduidly declined. In the neighbourhood of 
its site are the pyramids of Ghizeh and the famous sphinx. 

Zoan, called by the Greeks Tanis, stood on one of the eastern 
branches of the Nile. 

It was a royal residence, and probably at one time the capital of 
Lower £gypt, Isa, xix. 11 ; xxx. 4. Hence it is described as the 
scene where Moses wrought his miracles for the delivery of Israel, 
Ps. IxxyiiL 12, 43^ Its site is marked by many large mounds, and 
a few interesting ruins. 

Barneses was in the district of Goshen^ about forty miles 
north-west from Suez. 

It was built, or at least fortified, by the labour of the captive 
Israelites {Eaxid, i. 11), and waa the point from which they took their 
departure, when escaping from the land of their bondage, Exod* xiL 37* 

Alexandria, situated on the Mediterranean Sea, was founded 
by Alexander the Great, 332 b.o. 

It was made the capital of Egypt by Ptolemy Soter ; and for nine 
centuries it held a high place among the cities of the world. It 
contained a population of about 600,000. The light-house on the 
island of Pharos, at the entrance of the harbour, was of white marble, 
and ranked as one of the seven wonders of the world. In Alexandria, 
under the auspices of Ptolem)r Philadelphus, the Old Testament was 
translated into the Greek version known as the Septuagint. Chris- 
tianity is said to have been brought to Alexandria by Mark, who 
suffered martyrdom there in the year 62. Alexandria was destroyed 
by the Saracens in the seventh century, and has never regained its 
former position. It has risen, however, in importance during the last 
few years, and contains now a population of about 130,000. 



II. ETHIOPIA. 

Ethiopia — called by the Hebrews Cush — corresponded 
generally to the present kingdoms of Nubia and Abyssinia. 
According to Josephus, Seba was the ancient name of the 
kingdom of Meroe, which formed the northern portion of 
Ethiopia; and by this name Ethiopia appears two or three 
times m Scripture, Ps, Ixzii. 10 ; Isa, xliii. 3. 

The inhabitants of this country, in ancient times, were of great 
stature, laa. xlv. 14. They appear to have been a mercantile people, 
and possessed of considerable wealth. They were also very early 
acquainted with the arts of civilisation. Their warlike renown at one 
period was such, that the approach of Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, with 
an army, against Sennacherib was sufficient to deter that monarch 
from prosecuting the siege of Jerusalem, 2 Kings xix. 9. 

The gospel was probably introduced into Ethiopia by the eunnoh 
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whom Philip baptised, AdU viiL 27. It took eariy root, and for two or 
three centuries a flourishing Christian church existed there. It is 
worthy of note that there still exists in Abyssinia a Christian 
community. 

The chief city of this kingdom was named Meroe, on an 
island formed by the Nile and one of its tributaries. 

The ruins of magnificent temples and other buildings ibund here 
and elsewhere in the country, prove the high state of art to which the 
ancient inhabitants had attained. 



III. ABABIA. 

PHTSICAl, AND DESCRIPTIVX. 

Arabia \& a large peninsula situated at the south-western 
extremity of the continent of Asia. It is bounded on the 
north by Syria, on the east by the Euphrates and the Persian 
Gulf, on the south by the Indian Ocean, and on the west by 
the Red Sea, the Isthmus of Suez, and Palestine. Its length 
is about 1400 miles, and its greatest breadth 1150. 

The general aspect of Arabia is that of an elevated table-land, 
wijbh considerable ranges of hills in the interior. 

Its mountains are rugged and stony ; and its plains are vast sandy 
deserts, where vegetation either exists only in the most meagre form, 
or is altogether wanting. Towards the sea, on the south and west, the 
aspect of the country is more pleasing, and vegetation abundant. 

Mountains. 

Horeb and Sinai are situated in the peninsula of Sinai, 
between the two arms of the Red Sea. 

These are two summits of the same ridge, and form part of the 
cluster of mountains called by the Arabs Jebul et Tur, At this place 
God appeared to Moses in the burning bush (Exod. iii. 1), and here 
Moses struck the rock from which water flowed, Exod, xvii. 6. The 
Lord descended on the top of Sinai when he proclaimed the law to 
Israel, Eofod. xix. 20. Hither Elijah fled for his life when threatened 
with the fiiry of Jezebel, 1 Kinifs xix. 8. Sinai now bears the name 
of Jebel Mousa, 

Hot, or Seir, lies about midway between the Dead Sea and 
the eastern arm of the Red Sea. 

This was a cluster or district of hills, to the highest summit of 
which, in particular, the name Hor is usually given. It was the scene 
of Aaron's death and the investiture of Eleazar as his successor. 
Numb. XX. 22-29. Its present name is Jebel Haroun^ or Aaron's 
Mountun. 

Wildernesses. 

The Wildernesses of Paran, Sin, and Sinai were all 
situated in the peninsula of Sinai. The Wilderness of Zin 
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stretched northward fi'om the Golf of Akabah to the Dead 
Sea. 

These are interesting as the scenes in wliich the children of Israel 
wandered for forty years. 

Seas. 

The Bed Sea skirts the western coast of Arabia. At its 
northern extremity it is divided into two branches: that 
towards the west named the Chtlf of Heroopolis — now the 
Gulf of Suez — and that towards the east the Elanitio Gulf, 
now the Gtdf of Akabah. 

Both are called in the Bible the Red Sea, and it was towards the 
northern part of the first of these that the Israelites passed over on 
dryland. 

The climate of Arabia is peculiarly hot and oppressive, the sky being 
f^enerally cloudless, and the sun pouring its rays on plains of burning 
sand. One of the scourges of the country is the hot south-east wind 
commonly ct^Ied simoom, which raises suffocating clouds of sand. 
Perhaps this is the east wind, or wind from the desert, frequently 
mentioned in Scripture. 

The soil is extremely barren, except where a fountain or spring 
fosters some vegetation ; and in such spots it is exceedingly pro- 
ductive. It i»roduced in ancient times frankincense, myrrh, aloes, 
dates, and other tropical fruits. 

Wild asses roam, as of old, in the desert, and the camel and the 
horse are still the pride of its inhabitants. 

The population of Arabia was anciently, as it is now, 
composed of many distinct and independent tribes. Those 
inhalbiting the northern portion were chiefly the descendants 
of Abraham and Lot ; the other parts were peopled by the 
descendants of Cush, Joktan, and Nahor. 

They lived, for the most part, a wandering life, seeking pasture for 
their nocks ; but they were also to some extent a commercial people. 
It was into the hands of one of their merchant-caravans that Joseph 
was sold by his brethren. Gen. xxxvii. 28. 

DIVISIONS A.ND TOWNS. 

Arabia has been generaUy divided into three parts — ^namely, 

DIVISIONS. PBINCIPAL TRIBES. TOWNS. 



1. Ababia Petrea. 



2. Ababia Dbsbbta. 

3. Ababia FxLix. 



Moabites, Edomites, Kabathe- 
ans, Midianites, Ajnalekites. 

Ammonites, Ishmaelites. 

Ciuhltes or Ethiopians, Joktan 
ites. 



Bozrah, Petra, Elath, 
Ezion-geber. 

Babbath Ammon. 



1. Ababia Pxtrea. 
This division occupies the north-western portion of the coun- 
try. It was contiguous to Palestine on the north, and Egypt on 
the west, and was a rocky and mountainous district. It derived 
its name Petrea from its chief city Petra, which signifies a rock. 
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The MoABiTES were descended from Moab, the son of Lot| 
and were thus related to the Hebrews, Gen. xix. 37. At the 
time the Israelites entered Canaan, the Moabites inhabited the 
country eastward from the Dead Sea, and south of the river 
Amon, from which they had expelled the Emims; and the 
Jews being forbidden to attack them, they were permitted to 
remain unmolested in possession of this district, Deut, ii. 9. 

In the days of the Judges, the Moabites for eighteen years tyran- 
nised over Israel, who at length threw off their yoke under Ehud, 
Judg. iii. 12-30. They were made tributaries by David (2 Sam, viii. 2), 
and continued subject to the Jews till the reign of Jehoram, the 
son of Ahab, against whom they rebelled, 2 Kingt iii. 4, 5. Although 
then defeated with g^at slaughter, they seem never to have resumed 
their allegiance, 2 Kings ziiL 20 ; 2 Chron, xx. 1. 

The Edomitbs were descended from Esau, Jacob's brother, 
and inhabited a tract of mountainous country extending south- 
ward from the Dead Sea to the Elanitic Gulf, from which 
thejr had extirpated the Horim, who originally peopled it. 
This district was first called Mount Seir, and afterwards Edom 
or Idumea. 

They were subdued by the Jews in the reign of David, who placed 
ganisons in their cities (2 Sam, yiit 14), thus AilfiUing the prophecy 
that the elder should serve the younger. Gen. zxv. 23. Towards the 
dose of Solomon's reign, they attempted a revolt against the Jews 
(1 Kings xL 14), and again in the reign of Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron, 
XX. 22 ; but it was not till the time of Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat, 
that they established their independence, 2 Kings viii. 20, 22. The 
Edomites in later times greatly extended their territory, and 
obtained possession of a considerable portion of Judea, Ezek, xxxv. 10 ; 
Obad, 13 ; but they were in turn supplanted in the southern part of 
Mount Seir by the Nabatheans. 

The Nabathbaks were the descendants of Nebaioth or 
Nebajoth, IshmaePs eldest son (Gen, xxv. 13), and along with 
the rest of their brethren, Urst settled down in Arabia Deserta, 
east of Palestine^ but afterwards, on the Edomites entering 
Judah, and acouinng new territories, the Nabatheans replacea 
them in their former dominions. 

They soon acquired considerable wealth ; and, becoming less 
nomadic in their habits, they at length constituted a regular kingdom 
called Arabia Petrea, which flourished till the reign of the Emperor 
IV^an. A common name of their kings was Aretas, one of whom is 
mentioned by Paul, as king of Damascus (2 Cor, xL 32), he having 
taken possession of that city while at war with the Romans. 

The MiDiAHiTES were descended from Midian, the son of 
Abraham (Oen. xxy. 2), and led a wandering life in the 
district of country south and east of Moab. 

There was another tribe of Midianites located about the eastern 
branch of the Bed Sea* among whom Moses found refuge when he fled 
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from Egypt, Exod. iii. L The Midianites paid early attention to 
commerce ; and are mentioned along with the Ishmaeiites to whom 
Joseph was sold, as travelling merchants. Gen, xxxvii. 28. Those in 
the neighbourhood of Moab united with that people in enticing Israel 
to idolatry, for which they were signally punished by Moses, Numb, 
zzv. 17, 18 ; xxxi. 2. At a future period, they held the Jews in 
subjection for seven years, but were completely routed, and their 
princes slain, by Gideon, Judp, vii. 25. 

The Amalekites had their name and descent from Amaiek, 
a grandson of Esau (Gen. xxxvi. 16), and seem to have 
wandered over all the country between Idumea and Egypt, 
as well as that east of the Dead Sea and Edom. 

They were the first who attacked the Israelites after the passage of 
the Red Sea {Easod, xvii. 8), for which a sentence of utter extirpation 
was pronounced against them, Deut xxv. 19. Saul was commissioned 
to carry this into effect (1 Sam. xv. 2, 3), but failed fully to execute it. 
Soon after, they burnt Ziklag, where David had his residence, which 
was followed by severe retribution, 1 Sam, xxx. 1, 17> The last notice 
taken of them in Scripture is an account of the destruction of the 
whole residue of the tribe by 500 men of Simeon, 1 Chron, iv. 42, 43. 

TOWNS ZN ABABIA PETBEA. 

Bozrahf situated about twenty-four miles south of Edrei, 
in Bashan, was a city of importance among the Moabites. 

Its overthrow was foretold by Jeremiah, Jer, xlviii. 24. It became 
in later days a stronghold of the Nestorian Christians, and it is still 
a considerable village under the name of Busrah, 

There was probably another Bozrah in Edom, represented by the 
modem BuscUrehj which is frequently mentioned in connection with 
the prophecies uttered against that people, Jer. xlix. 13^ 22 ; 
Amosi. 12. 

PetrOf situated in Mount Seir, was the chief city of the 
Edomites, and afterwards of the kingxlom of Arabia Petrea. 
It is understood to be identical with Selah, both names 
signifying* a rock, 2 Kings xiv. 7 ; Isa. xvi. 1. 

Petra was a city of great strength, being surrounded on all sides by 
precipitous rocks. These were hewn out in numberless excavations, 
and adorned with elegant sculpture, the remains of which are yet 
found. It continued to be a flourishing city for some time after the 
commencement of the Christian era, but the date of its fall is 
unknown. 

Math was another city of Edom, situated on the eastern 
branch of the Red Sea, which was from it called the Elanitic 
Gulf. 

Elath lay in the route of the Israelites when travelling round the 
border of Edom, Deul. ii. 8. It is not again mentioned till the 
reign of Solomon, who constructed a navy in the neij^hbouring town 
of Eziongeber, 1 Kings ix. 26. It revolted along with the rest of 
Edom fi^m under Joram, king of Judah, but was recovered and 
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rebuilt by Azariah, one of his successors, 2 Kings xiv. 22. It is now 
a fort belonging to the pacha of Egypt, and named Ailah. 

Ezionrgeber was a few miles distant from Elath, and is 
mentioned along with it in connection with the wandering- 
of the Hebrews. 

It was made by Solomon a naval station, whence he despatched his 
vessels to Ophir for gold ; Jehoshaphat also prepared a fleet here for 
the same purpose, but It was destroyed, 1 Kings xxii. 48. No rtoiains 
of this city are now found. 

2. Arabia Dbsebta. 

This portion of country had Syria and Palestine on the north 
and west; and the Euphrates on the east. 

The Ammonites were sprung from Ben-ammi, the younger 
son of Lot {Gen» xix. 38), and dwelt in a tract of country- 
eastward from the tribes of Reuben and Gad. 

The Ammonites took part with Eglon, king of Moab, in his oppression 
of Israel, Judg. iiL 13. At a later period, they themselves became the 
oppressors {Judg. x. 9), but were signally defeated by Jephthah. Saul 
also defeated them when they were besieging Jabesh Gilead. Soon 
after, they appear on friendly terms with the Jews ; and mutual kind 
offices passed between Nahash, their king, and David. The treatment 
which David's messengers met with, however, when sent to salute 
Hanun, the son of Nahash (2 Sam. x. 4), again provoked hostilities, 
which ended in the taking of their capital and the slaughter of the 
inhabitants, 2 Sam, xii. 2d-31. In the reign of Jehoshaphat, the 
Anunonites, along with other tribes, again invaded Judah, but by the 
interposition of God they were signally defeated, 2 Ckron. zx. 23. 
When the tribe of Gad was carried captive, the Ammonites came 
and took possession of their cities, and were still numerous at the 
oonmiencement of the Christiaii era. 

Edbbah, or Eabbath Amvum, situated near the sources of the 
Amon, was the chief city of the Ammonites. 

It was besieged by Joab, and partly taken, when David arrived 
with reinforcements and completed the conquest. It seems to have 
remained under the kingdom of Israel till the Assyrian captivity, 
when it again fell into the hands of the Ammonites. Its rums are 
still in existence, and are literally, as foretold by Elzekiel, used as a 
stable for camels, Ezeh xxv. 5. 

The Ishmaelites, or descendants of Ishmael, were divided 
into a number of small tribes, which took their names from 
the twelve sons of Ishmael (Gen. xxv. 13-16), and led a 
wandering hfe in the desert. 

The tribes most frequently mentioned in Scripture are the 
Kedarenes, descended from Kedar, who inhabited the south of Arabia 
Deserta ; the Itureans, or descendants of Jetur, who were located on 
the north-east border of Palestine ; and the NahatheanSy who, as we 
have already seen, migrated to Arabia Petrea. 
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8. Ajubul FsLnc. 

This was by far the largest division of the country, and 
occupied the whole of the southern portion of the peninsula. 

The CuSHiTES, or descendants of Cush, Ham*8 son, originally settled 
in the south of Arabia, and appear to have colonised the coast of 
Africa on the opposite side of the Red Sea : hence the Hebrew name 
Cosh is sometimes applied both to Southern Arabia and Ethiopia. 

The JoKTANiTES, descended from Shem, settled also in the south of 
Arabia. Sheba, Ophir, and Havilah were three of the sons of Joktan, 
whose names came afterwards to denote districts. It was probably 
from the first of these districts that the queen of Sheba came to 
hear the wisdom of Solomon, though there is a tradition, in Abyssinia 
that she was a princess of that country. 

This portion of Arabia is interesting as the cradle of Mohamme- 
danism ; Mecca, the birthplace of the prophet, and Medina, where 
he was buried, being up to the present d!ay the chief cities in it. 
This system took its rise in the sixth century, and spread in less 
than fifty years from the Straits of Gibraltar to the Oxus ; and at 
the present day it extends over a region yet wider. 



IV. SYRIA. 

DBSCBIPTIVB AND HISTOBICAL. 

SyriOf or Aram, strictly speaking, was bounded on the north 
by the mountains of Taurus and Amanus ; on the west by the 
Mediterranean Sea ; on the south by Palestine and Arabia ; 
and on the east by Arabia and the Euphrates. 

The names Syria and Aram are, however, sometimes applied in 
Scripture to a much wider district of country, the borders of which 
cannot be exactly defined. 

The surface of Syria is intersected from north to south by a 
double range of hills, dividing the country into two plains. 
The smaller of these plains, which borders on the Mediter- 
ranean, is a fertile strip of country ; the other, which stretches 
away towards the Euphrates, is a vast level, consisting chiefly 
of sand and rocks. 

Libanus and Anti-LU?anus are the principal mountains of 
Syria. 

Tliey present on their western slopes, which were densely populated, 
a succession of natural terraces and well-watered valleys ; but towards 
the east they are rugged and barren. 

C(Ble Syria^ or Hollow Syria, was the name applied to the 
valley between the two ranges. 

The principal rivers of Syria were the Orontes and EUutheras, 
both of some importance, but not alluded to in sacred history. 

The Abana and Pharpar mentioned by Naaman as rivers of 
Damascus (2 King» v. 12), were probably both tributaries of the 
Bairada, a river which flows past Damascus. 
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llie e&ma/« of Syria is pleasant and salubrious. The soil is rich, and 
\Aghij produotiTe, and capable of being made to yield, at different 
altitudes, the produotions of almost every climate. 

The iukabitants of Syria were a portion of the descendants of Aram, 
the youngest son of Shem (Gen. x. 22), and hence the application of 
the name Aram to the country. 

In Kble history, Syria was divided into a number of petty prinoi- 
paUtiea, of which the principal were, Zobah, Maathci^ Refioby Damascus^ 
Jiamatkt and Getkwr, Among these, Damascus held the first place, 
and came erelong; to exercise sway over the rest. It was for a time 
subdued by David, 2 Sam. viii. 5, 6 ; but it soon recovered its inde* 
pendence, and in the reign of Solomon, its king, Rezon, was again an 
adversary to Israel, 1 Kings xi. 23, 24. Ben-hacUid, a subsequent king, 
was bribed by Asa, king of Judah, to break his league with Baasha, 
king of Israel, and invade his territory, which he did, inflicting severe 
loss on Israel, 1 Kings xv. 20. His son, Ben-hadad, was able to bring 
into the field thirty-two kings or princes when he went against Ahab 
in Samaria ; but lie was completely defeated by a greatly inferior 
ftjiroe, 1 Kings xx. 1, 20. Hazael, his successor, continued hostilities 
agunst the Jews, defeated them before Ramoth GKlead, 2 Kings 
viii. 28 ; and some years after laid waste a considerable portion of 
the land, 2 Kings x. 32, 33. He also approached Jerusalem to besiege 
it, but was bought off by Jehoash at a great sacrifice, 2 Kings xii. 18. 
His son, Ben-hadad, was thrice beaten by the Israelites (2 Kings 
3dii. 24, 25), who aifterwards, under Jeroboam, pushed on even to 
Damascus, 2 Kings xiv. 28. Not. long after, we find Rezin, king of 
Syria, in concert with Pekah, king of Israel, invading Judah, in 
which they were so far successfiil, that they recovered Elath to 
Syria, 2 Kings xvi. 5, 6. Ahaz, however, having bribed Tiglath- 
pileser, king of Assyria, with a costly present, that monarch marched 
against Damascus, took it, and annexed Syria to his own teiritory, 
2 Kings xvi. 9. 

DIVISIONS AKD TOWNS. 

Syria was commonly divided by ancient geographers into 
three parts — namely, Syria Proper^ including all the northern 
and eastern portion of the kingoom ; Cade S^ria^ or the Valley 
of Lebanon j and Syria Falestinaf which mcluded Palestine 
and Phoenicia. 



The principal towns of Syria were — 



Helbon. 
Tiphsah. 
Hamath. 



Tadmor. 

fiaal-gad. 

Damascus. 



Hiblah. 

Antioch. 

Seleucia. 



Helbon is mentioned only once in the Bible (Ezek, xzvii. 18), 
as a place famous for its wine, and is generally understood 
' to be represented by the modem Aleppo, now reckoned the 

, capital of Syria. 

Tiphsah was a large and flourishing city on the Euphrates. 
! It was taken possession of by Solomon, and during his reign was 

I the north-east boundary of his dominion, \ Kings iv. 24. 
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Hamath was situated on the river Orontes, and was the 
chief town of the kingdom which bore the same name. 

Toi, king of Hamath, sent presents to David after he had smitten 
Zobah, witn the king of which he had before been at war, 2 Sam. viii. 
9, 10. In the days of Hezekiah, this town was conquered by the king 
of Assyria (2 Kings xviii. ^), and it afterwards fell into the hands of 
the Chaldeans, Jer. xxxix. 5. It is a picturesque town at the present 
day, and still bears its ancient name. 

Tadmor, or Tamar, lay south-east from Hamath, and was 
built on an oasis in the wilderness by Solomon, pobably to 
secure the advantage of the Eastern traffic, 1 Kings iz. 18. 

Its name, Tamar, signifies a palm-tree ; hence it was called by the 
Ghreeks and Romans Palmyra, Its ruins are perhaps the finest in 
the East, and conspicuous among them is the Temple of the Sun. 

BaaUgad was situated in the Valley of Lebanon, Josh, xi. 17 ; 
xii. 7. 

Very little is known of its history, but there seems reason to believe 
that it was the same city as that which was named by the Ghreeks 
Heliopolis, from a famous temple erected there to the sun. It is now 
called Baalbek, and its ruins almost vie with those of Palmyra in 
exciting the interest and attention of travellers. 

Damascus is situated in the midst of a well-watered plain, 
north-east from Mount Hermon, and is a city of the highest 
antiquity. Gen. xiv, 15. 

Abraham^s steward, Eliezer, was a native of this city. Gen. xv. 2. 
Little mention is made of it again till David overcame its king 
(2 Sam. viii. 5), who had unadvisedly attacked him ; and from 
that time its history is identified with that of Syria. At the time of 
Paulas visit, it was under the dominion of Aretas, king of Arabia 
Petrea, who governed it by a deputy, 2 Cor. xi. 32. It still survives, a 
prosperous commercial town, with a population of upwards of 120,000. 
it is called by the natives Es Sham, 

Biblah was situated on the Orontes, forty miles south 
of Hamath. 

Here Jehoahaz was confined by Pharaoh-neoho, king of Egypt, 
and deprived of his kingdom, 2 Kings xxiii. 33. Here, also, Nebu- 
chadnezzar remained while his generals besieged Jerusalem, and 
after it was taken, he here gave judgment on Zedekiah, 2 Kings 
XXV. 6, 7* Riblah is nowhere mentioned but in the Bible. 

Antioch was situated on the banks of the Orontes. It was 
the metropolis of the kingdom of Syria, the royal residence, 
and, under the Romans, the third city in the empire. 

The gospel obtained early success in Antioch, and it was hero 
that its believers first received the name of Christians, Acts xi. 26. 
It was the scene of Paul*s early labours, and the place whence he 
started on his first missionary tour. Acts xiii. 2. It was also the 
birthplace of Luke the evangelist, and the residence of Ignatius, the 
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pupil of Jobn, who was bishop there. Antioch contained, in the 
early days of Christianity, about 200,000 inliabitants ; but it has 
now become a comparatively unimportant town, bearing the name 
of Antaki(if and containing not more than a twentieth of the number 
of its former inhabitants. 

Seleuda lay westward from Antioch, near the mouth of the 
Orontes, and on the slope of a mountam named Pierus, from 
which it was sometimes called Pieria, 

It was the port from which Paul and Barnabas sailed to Cyprus on 
their first missionary journey, Aott xiiL 4. Nothing but ruins now 
remain to mark its locality. 



V. MESOPOTAMIA. 

PHTBICAL AND B S 8 B I P T I Y E. 

Mesopotamia, or Aram-Naharaim — portions of which were 
called also Sede-aram and Fadarkraram — lay between the 
rivers Tigris and Euphrates, being bounded by the one on the 
east, and by the other on the west ; by Armenia on the north, 
and by Chaldea on the south. It is in general a level tract 
of countrjr ; but it has several mountain-ranges, of which the 
principal is the range of Masitis, separating it from Armenia 
on the north. 

Besides the Tigris and Euphrates, the river Chebar or 
Chdboras is mentioned in the Bible. On its banks were 
located some of the captive Jews, among whom Ezekiel resided, 
Ezek, i. 1, 3. It is now called M-JSJiahur, 

The climate, in the higher regions of the north and north-east, is 
pleasant and salubrious; but in the southern parts, the hot winds 
from the desert of Arabia render the atmosphere noxious. 

The 8oU corresponds pretty nearly with the climate — the north- 
eastern portions, watered by the Ehabur and other streams, being 
exceedingly fertile ; while the southern districts partake more of the 
character of a desert. 

The inhabitants of Mesopotamia were descended from Aram, son of 
Shem. The distinctive name, Aram-Nc^raim — signifying Aram of 
the Riyers — was probably given to them to distinguish them from 
other descendants of the same stock settled around, who also bore 
the name of Aram. 

Tlie historical interest of Mesopotamia is great, as being the early 
residence of mankind; also as the birthplace of Abraham, Sarah, 
Rebekah, Leah, Rachel, and most of the patriarchs. Acts vii. 2; 
Gen. xxxi. 17, 18. Balaam came from Pethor, in this country, at 
the request of the king of Moab, to curse Israel, Deui. zxiiL 4 ; and, 
after the settlement of the Jews in Canaan, the first who was {per- 
mitted to oppress them for their idolatry was Chushan-rishathaim, 
king of Mesopotamia, Judg. iiL 8. The Syrians beyond the river, 
who came to help the Ammonites against David (2 Sam. x. 16), 
were no doubt Mesopotamians. Christianity was introduced at an 
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eaxly date into this country, probably by those who were present at 
Peter*s sermon on the day of Pentecost, Aett iL 9 ; and it has never 
been wholly extirpated since. 

TOWNS. 

The following towns in Mesopotamia are noticed in the 
Bible:— 

Carchemish. Ur. Haran. 

Carehemishj or Cireesiumf was a frontier town on the 
Euphrates where it is joined by the Chebar, and was a place 
of strengdi and importance. 

The reduction of this city was the ol^ect of an expedition under 
Pharaoh-necho, kins of fig^pt, in the attempt to oppose whom 
Josiah, king of Judiui, met his death, 2 CTiron, xxxv. 20. It seems to 
have fallen before Pharaoh, and to have remained in the hands of the 
Egyptians till it was taken by Nebuchadnezzar, Jer, xlvL 2. It is 
now known by the name of Kerkuia, 

Ur, commonly called Ur of the Chaldees.w^a the residence 
of Terah (Gen, xi. 28), and the birthplace of Abraham, where, 
also, he first received the call of God, Acts vii. 2. 

It is represented bv the modem Or/a, which is still called by the 
Eastern Jews Ur of the Ghaldees. 

ffardn, or Charran, was situated near the Euphrates, in the 
norUi-westem part of Mesopotamia. 

Terah and his family removed to this place from Ur, and here Terah 
died. Gen, xL 31, 32. When Abraham set out for Canaan, the rest of 
the £unily seem to have remained here, and hence those repeated 
journeys which were undertaken by the patriarchs to this district. 
Gen, xxiv. 10 ; xxviii. 10. It is supposed that Haran derived its 
name from Abraham*s brother. It stiU bears the name of Harran, 



VL ARMENIA. 

Armenia lay to the north of Mesopotamia, and was bounded 
on the north by the southern range of the Caucasus; on 
the east by the Caspian Sea and Media ; on the south by the 
range of Masius, a branch of Taurus ; and on the west by 
Cappadocia and CiUda. 

The name which is rendered Armenia in our version of the Scrip- 
tures is Ararat in the original Hebrew, Gen, viiL 4 ; 2 Kings xix. 37 ; 
/wf . xxxvii. 38. 

The whole surfiice of Armenia is elevated and mountainous. 
Its mountains, howerer, are of moderate height, with the 
exception of Ararat, which is 17,000 feet, and on which 
tradition affirms the Ark to have rested after the Flood, 

Several rivers have their rise in the mountains of Armenia, 
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the most celebrated of which are the Euphrates and the Tigru: 
the others are the Cyrus or Kwy and the Araxes. 

The climate of Armenia, though cold, is agreeable and salubrious. 
The soil abounds in rich pasture-land, yielduig also abundant crops 
of grain, and fruits of excellent quality. 

Armenia is connected with the earliest history of mankind, having 
probably contained the Garden of Eden, and having afforded a 
resting-place for the Ark after the Delu^. It is incidentally men- 
tioned in Scripture as the shelter to which the sons of Sennacherib 
fled after slaying their fi&ther, 2 Kinpt adx. 37 ; and it is mentioned 
by Jeremiah, along with other kingdoms, which are summoned to 
arm against Babylon, Jer, IL 27. But little is known of the earlier 
history of Armenia. It seldom had the position of an independent 
kingdom, but at different periods fell under the power of the Assyrian, 
Median, Persian, Syrian, and Roman Empires. At the present day, it 
is partitioned among the Russians, Turks, and Persians. Christianity 
was introduced into Armenia in the fourth century, and exists there 
to this day, though in a greatly corrupted form. 

Armenia has generally been divided into two parts — Annenia 
Major and Armenia Minor, the boundary between which is 
the Euphrates. 

VII. BABYLONIA, OR CHALDEA. 

DBBCBIFTIVB AND HI8T0BICAL. 

Babylonia — so called from its chief city, Babylon, and also 
called Chaldea from its later inhabitants — ^was bounded on the 
north by Mesopotamia; on the south by l^e Persian Gulf; 
on the east by the Tigris; and on the west by tiie Desert 
of Arabia. 

Babylonia consisted of a vast alluvial plain, intersected by the 
Euphrates, the Tigris, and other smaller streams. 

The plain of Dura was an extensive level tract in the neighbour- 
hood of Babylon, where Nebuchadnezzar erected his great golden 
image, Dan, iiL 1. 

The Euphrates is the principal river of the country, and is 
about 500 feet wide at Babylon. 

It annually overflows its banks between April and June, and affords 
thereby abundant means of irrigation. Its banks are overgrown with 
reeds, and still bear willows, as when the Jews hung their harps on 
them in their captivity, Ps, cxxxvii. 1. 

The Tigris is a much more rapid stream than the Euphrates, 
and runs a shorter course. It is probably the Hiddekel men- 
tioned as one of the rivers of Eden, Gen. ii. 14. The Tigris 
and Euphrates pour their united waters into the Persian Gulf. 

The climate is temperate and salubrious. Rain seldom falls ; but 
the annual overflow of the rivers in some degree compensates for this, 
and renders the soil rich and fertile. 
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The original inhabitatda were the descendants of Shem ; but at a 
later period the country was oyerrun bv the Chaldeans, who are 
snpposed to have been a nomadic horde from the mountains of 
Annenia, and who, having settled in the fertile plains of the Euphrates, 
gate their name to the country. 

The Babylonians were, from a very early period, famous for their 
mannftkoture of cloth and carpets of fine texture and brilliant hues ; 
also for their perfumes and wood-carvings. They were extensively 
engaged in commerce ; for the prosecution of which they had 
niwfluralleled natural advantages. 

The Babylonian Empire was the most ancient in the world, being 
probably founded by Nimrod, the grandson of Ham, who biult the 
city of Babel, in the land of Shinar, Gen, x. 10. The next king of 
Shinar mentioned in the Bible is Amraphel, who joined in the war 
against Sodom and Gtomorrah, Gen, xiv. 1. From that time we have 
no notice in Scripture of the kingdom of Babylon till the days of 
Hezekiah, to whom Berodach-baladan, king of Babylon, sent presents, 
2 Kings xx. 12. Long before this period, however, the kiog^om of 
Babylon seems to have fallen under the sway of Assyria, its own 
kings occupying the position of viceroys or tributaries. It was 
afterwards reduced by Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, to the rank of 
a province of that empire, and continued so for about sixty years, 
when Nabopolassar revolted, and set up an independent kingdom. 
Under his son, Nebuchadnezzar, the Babylonian Empire reached the 
height of its power, and included under its sway all the neighbouring 
kingdoms. Upon his death, the empire became gradually weaker, 
till in the reign of Belshazzar, his grandson, it fell into the hands 
of the Medo-Persians, Dan. v. 31. 



Babylon. Calneh. 

The chief city of the empire was Balfylon, on the Euphrates. 

It was probably built by Nimrod, and was afterwards enlarged 
by Belus and Semiramis. It was completed bv Nebuchadnezzar, 
whose enterprise rendered it the most renowned city in the world. 
Its walls are said to have been 60 miles in circumference, 350 feet 
high, and 87 broad, built of bricks, and cemented with bitumen. 
The whole city was divided into 676 squares, and through the centre 



of it ran the river Euphrates, from north to south, having a quay 
built on each side of it of equal thickness vnth the walls. There 
was a bricU;e across the river, at one end of which stood the new 
palace of ^bnchadnezzar, the outer wall of which was six miles in 
circumference, and in which were enclosed his remarkable hanging- 
nrdens. At the other end stood the old palace and the Temple of 
Belus, which is supposed to have occupied the site of the Tower of 
BabeL The manner in which the city was taken, by diverting the 
current of the Euphrates, is well known. Its walls were shortly after 
demolished by Darius Hystaspes, to punish a rebeUion of the inha- 
bitants; and in time it became completely desolate. The Bizs 
Nimroud has now been ascertained to contain the remains of the 
Temple of Belus; and the excavations carried on there, and in 
other ruins in the neighbourhood, have already brought to light 
relics of the most interesting nature. 
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Calneh was situated on the Tigris. 

It was another of NimrocCs cities. Gen, x. 10; and it b probably 
the same with Calno and Canneh mentioned by Isiuah and Ezekiel, 
Jsa, X. 9; Ezek, zxvlL 23. It was for a time the capital of the 
Parthians. 



VIIL ASSYRIA. 

DXSCBIPTITE AND HISTOBICAL. 

Assyria Proper was bounded on the north by Armenia; 
on the east by Media and Persia ; on the south by Chaldea ; 
and on the west hy Mesopotamia and the Tigris. 

This country, which corresponds nearly to the modem 
province of Kurdistan, is an elevated district diversified by 
nills and valleys. The principal mountain-range in it is a 
continuation of the Taurus cham ; and it is watered by several 
tributaries of the Tigris. 

The dimate of this district is pleasant and salabrious, and the toil 
is exceedingly fertile; the mountains being clad with a great variety 
of trees, ana its well-watered valleys, where they are under cultivation, 
producing large crops of the finest grain. 

The Assyrian Empire, which at the period of its greatest power 
included sXL the countries between Persia and Media on the east, 
and Palestine on the west, was founded, according to Scripture, 
by Asshur, the son of Shem, Gen. x. 11. Its history, for a consi- 
derable period, is legendary and doubtful, till we read of Pul invading 
Palestine about the year 771 B.C., 2 Kings xv. 19. Tiglath-pileser 
is next mentioned, who carried off the tribes east of the Jordan, 
2 Kinp» XV. 29. After him came Shalmaneser, who carried away 
the whole of the ten tribes to Assyria, and replaced them by people 
from his own dominions, 2 Kings xviL 3, 6. The next Idng was 
Sennacherib, whose army was destroyed before Jerusalem by the 
angel of the Lord, 2 Kings xix. 35, 36. He was succeeded by his 
son Esarhaddon, in whose reign the Medes revolted, and gave the first 
blow to the Assyrian power. In the hands of his successors, the 
kingdom became gradually weaker, until 606 B.C., when Nineveh was 
destroyed by the Modes and Chaldees, and the empire was divided 
by these powers. 

TOWNS. 

Nineveh. I Calah. 

Rehoboth. I Resen. 

Nm&oehy according to the Scripture account, was founded by 
Asshur (Gm, z. 11), and was situated on the left bank of the 
Tigris, nearly opposite the modem town of Mosul. 

In the time of Jonah, it is represented as * an exceeding great city 
of three daysMoumey,* Jonak lil 3. Though, on Jonah's (ireaohing, 
it repented of its wickedness, and was saved at that time from 
destruction (JimoA iii. 10), its doom became again the subject 
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of prophetioal announcement, Nahum iii. 7 ; ZepSiamah ii. 13. These 
prodictions were fdlfilled when Nineveh was destroyed, 606 ac, by 
the Medea and Chaldeans. 

liany interesting slabs have recently been dug from the ruins of 
thia city, which throw much light on the history of the empire. Tlie 
ruins now bear tlie name of Nebbi Yuntu, 

Rehash. — Nothing is known of this city, and its site has 
not been ascertained. 

Calak, or Halah, was another of the royal cities of Assyria, 
some miles south from Nineveh. 

The site of Calah has recently been discovered, and interesting 
remains have been dug from it. It is now designated Nimrud. 

Resen is described as lying between Nineveh and Calah; 
its site, however, remains unknown. 



IX. MEDIA. 

Media Proper was bounded on the north bv the Caspian 
Sea ; on the east by Parthia ; on the south by Persia ; and on 
the west by Assyria. 

It was an exceedingly mountainous country, having for its 
principal range a branch of the Taurus chain, which divided it 
mto two parts. 

The northern part was cold and barren, while the southern was 
exceedingly rich and fertile, with an open and delightful climate, and- 
a soil yielding every variety of fruit in excellence and profusion. 

Media was peopled by the descendants of Madai, son of 
Japheth. They became subsequently the bravest and most 
warlike of the nations of Asia. 

There are no distinct historical accounts of the Medes till they fell 
under the Assyrian sway ; and the first mention made of them in 
. Scripture is, that Shalmaneser, the Assyrian monarch, placed his 
Israelite captives in their cities, 2 Kings xvii. 6; xviii. 11. They 
continued subject to the Assyrians probably till the destruction of 
Sennacherib's army before Jerusalem, when, taking advantage of that 
event, they revolted, set up an independent kingdom, and became, in 
their turn, a conquering nation. Cyaxares, their third king, in alliance 
with Nebuchadnezzar, destroyed Nineveh, and divided the Assyrian 
Empire. He was succeeded on the throne by Astyages, his son, who 
was defeated and dethroned by Cyrus, prince of Persia. Cyrus, having 
ascended the throne, founded the Medo-Persian Empire, b. c. 560, and 
thenceforth the history of Media is incorporated with that of Persia. 

The chief city of Media was Achmetka or Uobatana, which 
is noticed in Scripture as the place where the decree or Cyrus 
for building the temple at Jerusalem had been deposited, 
Uzra vi. 2. 
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X PERSIA, OB ELAM. 

Persia was bounded on the north by Media ; on the west by 
Assyria and Chaldea ; on the south by the Persian Gulf; and 
on Uie east by Carmania. 

It is for the most part k mountainous country; and its 
valleys are watered by numerous small rivers, most of which 
are emptied into inland lakes. The country, generally, is far 
from fertile. 

The Persians were probably descended from Elam, son of Shem 
(Gen. z. 22), and appear early in Scripture history as a ruling nation. 
Gen. xiv. 1, 4. After a period of independent rule, they became sub- 
ject to the Assyrian power, and subsequently to the Modes, though 
ruled by their own kings as tributary princes. The Persian Ehnpire 
rose again into power in b.c. 560 under Cyrus, who, having subdued 
the Babylonian Empire, B.C. 536, gave permission to the Jews to 
return to their own country and rebuild the city and temple of 
Jerusalem, Ezra i. 2, 3. In the reign of Cambyses, his son, who is 
called Ahasuerus by Ezra, difficulties were thrown in the way of 
the Jews, Ezra iv- 6; and by order of Smerdis, who succeeded 
Cambyses, and who is called Artaxerxes in Scripture, the work was 
for a time stopped, Ezra iy. 21. His reign, however, lasted only 
seven months; and his successor, Darius Hystaspes, gave renewed 
encouragement to the Jews to prosecute the work, Ezra vt 1-12. 
It was this monarch who, in his victorious progress, invaded Qreece, 
and was so signally defeated at Marathon. His son, Xerxes, who 
succeeded him, and attempted the same project, having sustained a 
check at Thermopylae, and being foiled in the disastrous battles of 
Salamis and Platsea, was forced to fiee from Europe with only a few 
attendants. This king is probably the Ahasuerus by whom Esther 
was raised to the dignity of queen, Esther L 1. He was succeeded by 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, to whom Nehemiah was cupbearer, and 
under whose auspices an expedition was sent to Palestine to rebuild 
the wall of Jerusalem, Neh. li. 1. 

Passing over several monarchs of less note, the last of this race 
was Darius Codomannus, who was overcome by Alexander the Gh%at, 
330 B.C., and his empire annexed to that of Greece, as foretold by 
Daniel, Dan. viii. 20, 21 ; xi. 2, a 

The ancient Persians had neither images, temples, nor altars ; but 
they were fire-worshippers, and paid homage to the sun as the chief 
deity, and to all the host of heaven. Christianity, though early 
introduced into Persia, never flourished to any extent. 

Sh/ushan is the only town in Persia mentioned in Scripture. 
It appears to have been the royal residence, and it was there 
that Daniel saw the vision of the ram and the he-goat, 
Dan. viii. 2. It is known in secular history by the name of 



SECTION IT, 

COUNTBIES MENTIONED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT.* 
I. ASIA MINOR 

PHYSICAL AMD DBSCKIPTIYX. 

Asia Minor was bounded on the north by the Black Sea ; on 
the west by the Sea of Marmora or Propontis, the Hellespont, 
and the ^gean Sea ; on the south by the Mediterranean Sea ; 
and on the east by the Euphrates and S^a. Its length from 
east to west is nearly 1000 miles, and its breadth 400. The 
name Ajsia in the New Testament generally denotes the whole 
of Asia Minor. Sometimes it is applied only to the western 
portion of it, in which the seven churches were situated, 
Eev, L 4. 

The whole country may be described as an elevated table-land ; but 
it is at the same time traversed by considerable mountain-ranges, the 
principal of which is the western branch of Taurus. 

Owing to the formation of the country, there are few rivers 
in Asia Minor. The principal are the Halys (now KizH^ 
Irmak), which falls into the Black Sea, and the Maander, 
flowing into die ^gean. 

Several small rivers formed in the interior of the mountain-ranges, 
which cannot find their way to the sea, lose themselves in a series of 
salt-lakes formed in the centre of the country. 

The climate is soft and serene, the heat of summer being modified 
by the lofty mountains. The toil is abundantly fertile, spontaneouslv 
I>roducing fruits of various kinds in its forests, and rewarding with 
rich harvests what labour is bestowed on it. 

DIVISIONS AND TOWNS. 

Asia Minor was divided into the following provinces : — 

VODXaN NAUB8. 



PBOV1NCS& 


TOWNS. 


PONTDS. 


North. 


Pathlaoonia. 




BiTHTNIA. 

Mtsia. 


West 
Troas. 

ASSOB. 

Adramyttitun. 
Pergamoa. 



Eski-Stambonl. 

Bergama. 

• Those countries connected with New-Testament history, which are men- 
tioned also in the Old Testament, have been described in Section III., and are 
not a^ain alluded to here. 
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Tomrs. 


KODKRN WAKEI. 


Ltdia. 


Thyatlra. 

Smyrna. 

Sardis. 

PhiUdelphia. 

EpheauB. 


Ak-hi88ar. 

Izmir. 

Sart 

AUah Shehr. 

Aaalook. 


Cakia. 


Miletus. 
Cnidns. 

South. 


Melas. 


Ltcia. 


Myra. 
Patara, 






Perga. 


EBki-kalesi. 
Adalia. 


ClLICIA. 


Taraos. 

antral. 


Tarsna. 


Pbbtoia. 


I^odicea. 

Colosae. 

Htorapolia. 


Eski-hiasar. 

Khonaa. 

Pamlnck-kaK 


PlSIDIA. 


Antloch. 




Ltcaonia. 
Galatia. 


looniam. 

Lystra. 

Derbe. 


Konieh. 


Cappadocia. 


POMTUS 





was the most easterly of the northern provinces of Asia Minor, 
and perhaps derivea its name from the sea that formed its 
northern boundary. 

Christianity was probably introduced into this province by those 
Jews belonging to it who were present at Jerusalem on the day of 
Pentecost, Acts IL 9. Peter^s first epistle is addressed to the strangers 
scattered throughout Pontus, &c., 1 Pet. L 1. Aquila, PauKs fellow- 
labourer, was a native of this province. 



PAPHLAQOMIA 



lay to the west of Pontus, the river Halys flowing between. 

It is not of any note in Scripture; but it was the^ birthplace of 
Diogenes the Cynic, and its chief town was i$t»o^,^which was in 
1853 the scene of a barbarous outrage against the Turks by the 
Russians. 



BITHTMI A 



lay westward from Paphlagonia, and had for its western 
boundary the Propontis or Sea of Marmora. 

Paul and Timothy had formed the design of preaching the gospel 
here, but they were forbidden, Acts xvi. 7- There were, however, 
believers in the province who were included among those to whom 
Peter^s first Epistle was addressed. In the town of Nice, in this 
province, the general oouncU was held 325 a.d., by whom the Niceno 
creed was drawn up. 
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had the Propontis on the north, and Lydia on the south. It 
was probably first evangelised by Paul hhnself. 

Troas, which was also the name given to a district, was on 
the coast of the iBgean Sea, near the site of ancient Troy. 

It was at least twice visited by Paul — first when he saw in a Tision 
a man of Macedonia praying that be would come over and help them. 
Acts xvi. 9 ; and again when Eutychus, who fell from the third story, 
was taken up dead, and had his life restored. Acts xx, 6-11. 

Assos was situated south from Troas, on the coast of the 
JSgean Sea. 

It was visited by Paul when, his companions having gone round 
by sea, he travelled by land from Troas, and met them at Assos, 
Acts XX. 13, 14. It is now a miserable village. 

Adramyttium lay south-west from Assos, and was a seaport 
town. 

The ship in which Paul sailed fi^m Ceesarea on his first voyage to . 
Italy belonged to this place, Acts xxvii. 2. 

Pergamos lay further south, on the banks of the river 
Caicus, and was the principal town in Mysia. 

It was the seat of one of the seven churches of Asia, which, having 
become corrupted, was warned to repent under threat of God^s 
anger. Rev. ii. 12-16. It continued for several centuries, in spite of 
fierce persecution, to retain the gospel, and still possesses one 
Armenian and two Greek churches. The town is now called Bergama, 
and consists of paltry wooden houses interspersed with ruins of 
considerable interest and extent. 

L T D I A, 

lying to the south of Mysia, was originally a powerful 
Icing^dom, extending its sway at one time as far east as the 
Halys ; but in New -Testament times it had become a Roman 
province. 

Thyatira lay on the northern frontier of Lydia. 

It was the city of liydia, the seller of purple, who received Paul 
into her house at Philippi, Ads xvi. 14. It is noted still for its 
manufacture in dye-stuns. A Christian church was early formed 
here, which ranked as one of the seven churches of Asia, Heo. ii. 18. 
The modern town consists of about 2000 houses, and is possessed of 
an Armenian and Greek church. 

Smyrna^ situated at the mouth of the small river Meles, was 
one of the most flourishing and important cities of Asia Minor, 
and a large seaport. 

It was at the height of its prosperity when a Christian church was 
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Slanted there, which was one of the seven, and in which Polycarp, the 
isciple of John, was pastor. Polycarp afterwards suffered as a martyr 
here, 167 a. d. In the message addressed to the church here, no word 
of reproof was mingled. Rev. ii. 8-12 ; and amid long-continued and 
fierce persecutions, it remained steadfast in the faith. Though it has 
repeatedly suffered from earthquakes and conflagrations, Smyrna has 
survived them all, and is at the present day one of the most pros- 
perous cities in the Turkish dominions. Its inhabitants number 
about 130,000, and there are in it several Christian churches and 
schools. 

Sardis, situated eastward from Smyrna, was the capital of 
the ancient kingdom of Lydia, and one of the wealthiest cities 
of the East. 

Its inhabitants bore a doubtful character for their voluptuous mode 
of living ; and the church there, at the time that the aj^calyptio 
message was addressed to it, seems to have been in a declinmg state. 
Rev, iii. 1. A few miserable huts, in the midst of imposing ruins, 
now shelter its scanty inhabitants. 

Philadelphia was situated about twenty-five miles south-east 
from Sardis. 

There was here one of the seven churches to whom an encouraging 
address was sent by the Saviour, Rev. iii. 7. It is now the residence 
of a Greek bishop, and has upwards of twenty places of worship. 

JSphestiSj situated on the Cayster, was the chief city of the 
Homan province of Asia, and was famed for its Temple of 
Diana. 

This structure, which was accounted one of the seven wonders of 
the world, was 425 feet long, 220 broad, and was surrounded by 127 
columns of Parian marble, each 60 feet high. The image of Diana 
which it contained was currently believed to have &.llen down from 
Jupiter, Acts xix. 35. At the time when Paul visited the city, the 
inhabitants were not only wholly given to idolatry, but they were also 
grossly addicted to sorcery and licentiousness. Yet the preaching of 
the gospel among them was so successful, that many of those who 
used curious arts brought their books and burned them. The fear 
and anger of the silversmiths were excited by this success, and gave 
occasion to the uproar in which the lives of Paul and his friends were 
perilled. Acts xix. 21-41. Timothy was the first bishop of this church ; 
and it was afterwards favoured with the pastoral care of John, who 
died here. Only a few huts are now inhabited near the site of ancient 
Ephesus, but considerable ruins remain to attest its former greatness. 



formed the south-western comer of the peninsula, having the 
^gean Sea on the west, and the Mediterranean on the south. 

Miletus was a celebrated city, about thirty-six miles south 
from Ephesus, near the sea-coast, where there was a famous 
temple and oracle of Apollo. 
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In one of Mb jonmeys, Paul left Trophimns, one of his companions, 
here sick, 2 Tinu iv. 20 ; and when on his final joomey to Blbme, he 
sent for the elders of Ephesus to meet him here, where he exhorted 
them and bade them farewell. Acts xx. 17-35. Only the ruins of this 
city now remain, and the site is called by the Turks Melas. 

Cnidus was situated on the point of a peninsula of the same 
name, and was noted for the worship of Venus. 

It was passed by Paul on his first voyage as a prisoner to Rome, 
Ads xxvii. 7* 

LYGIA 

lay eastward from Garia, and was bounded on the north by 
Phrygia, and on the east by Pamphylia. 

Myra was the chief town in Lycia, and was situated about 
three miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea. 

Paul, on his yoyag;e from Csesareato Rome, was landed here with the 
other prisoners, and re-embarked in a ship of Alexandria, Actt xxyU. 5. 
The ruins of this place are still considerable. 

Patara was a seaport town situated at the mouth of the 
river Xanthus, about forty miles west from Myra, and had 
a famous temple and oracle of Apollo. 

Paul touched here on his way from Macedonia to Jerusalem, and 
took passage in a ship bound for Phoenicia, Ads xxi. 2. This town is 
also in ruins. 

PAICPHTLIA 

was situated eastward from Lycia, and was bounded on the 
north by Pisidia, and east by Cilida. 

Pergoj once the capital of Pamphylia, was situated about 
forty miles inland from the Mediterranean, upon the Oestrus. 

It was twice visited by Paul and Barnabas, who there preached the 
gospel. Acts xiii. 13 ; xiv. 25. It is now in ruins. 

Attalia was a seaport town of importance, north-east from 
Myra. 

It was visited by Paul and Barnabas, Ads xiv. 25. It still exists, 
the ruins about it testifying to its former greatness. 



formed the south-eastern extremity of Asia Minor, and was 
bounded on the north by Cappadocia, the range of Taurus being* 
between; and on the south by the Mediterranean Sea, here 
called the Sea of CiUcia, Acts xxvii. 5. 

Tarsus was situated on the river Cydnus, and was famed for 
its schools of philosophy and learning. 

It was the birthplace of the apostle Paul, with whose name it 
is often coupled in Scripture, Acts xxi. 39. This city was made free 
by Augustus — that is, it enjoyed immunity from tribute, and liberty 
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to be governed by its own laws ; but this did not entitle its inhabitants 
to the privileges of citizens of Rome ; it must therefore have been in 
some other manner that Paul came to possess the rights of citizenship, 
Ada xxii. 26, 28. Tarsus yet remains, though in a greatly decayed 
state, and bears its ancient name. 

PHBTQI A, 

one of the inland provinces of Asia Minor, had Bithynia and 
Galatia on the north, and on the south Lycia and Pisidia. 

Laodicea was situated near the western border of Phrjgia, 
on the confines of Lydia. 

One of the seven churches was planted here, to which John was 
commissioned to convey a solemn warning, Ren. iii. 14. Laodicea 
is now a deserted place ; but large and splendid ruins attest the 
grandeur it once possessed. 

Cohsse stood near the river Lycus, a tributary of the 
Maeander, not far from Laodicea. 

A church was early formed here, probably under the ministry of 
Epaphras, a fellow-labourer of Paul, Col, L 7 ; and although the 
apostle himself does not appear to have ever visited it, he addresses 
the believers here in an Epistle from Rome. This town is now 
represented by a small village named Khonas, near which a few ruins 
are found. 

Hierapolis was five miles northward from Laodicea. 
A church was early planted here, which was under the charge of 
Epaphras, along with those at Colosse and Laodicea, CoL iv. 12, Id. 

VI8IDIA 

was surrounded by Phrygia on the north and north-west, 
Pamphylia on the south, and Lycaonia on the east. The only 
town in this province mentioned in Scripture is 

Antioch, commonly called Antioch m Pisidia, for the sake 
of distinction. 

Paul and Barnabas visited this town, and found a number of 
Jews, in whose synagogue they preached. Acts xiii. 14. Their success 
was considerable ; but the unbelieving Jews having stirred up the 
people, they had to flee from the town. 

LYCAOKIA 

was bounded on the north by Galatia j on the west by Phrygpi» 
and Pisidia; on the south by Cilicia; and on the east by 
Cappadocia. 

It has been by some reckoned a part of Phrygia, and by others 
AS belonging to Cappadocia ; but the manner in which it is noticed 
in Scripture renders it preferable to consider it as a separate 
province, Acts xiv. 11. 

Iconium was the chief town of Lycaonia, situated about 120 
miles inland from the Mediterranean. 
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It was visited by Paul and Barnabas when they were driven from 
Antioch, and their preaching was attended with great success ; but, 
excited by some unbelieving Jews, the people raised a persecution 
against them, and they were forced to flee, Acts xiv. 1, 5. Paul, 
)iowever, visited this town a second time, Acts xiv. 21, 22. 

Lystra was situated southward from Iconium. 

Thither Paul and Barnabas fled when driven from the latter town. 
Acts xiv. 6. Having miraculously cured a lame man here, they were 
hailed by the inhabitants as gods, and sacred rites were offered them. 
Certain Jews, however, who came from Antioch and Iconium, having 
stirred up the people here also, they stoned Paul, and drew him out 
of the city, supposing him dead. Acts xiv. 1.9. He visited it, neverthe- 
less, a second time, confirming the disciples. Timothy was a native of 
Lystra, Acts xvi. 1. 

JDerbe was a small town, about eighteen miles east of Lystra. 

Hither Paul and Barnabas came when they fied from Lystra, 
Ads xiv. 20. Gaius, one of Paul's fellow-travellers, was a native 
of this place. Acts xx. 4. 

OALATIA 

was bounded on the north by Bithynia and Paphlagonia ; 
on the west by Bithynia and Phrygia ; on the south by 
Lycaonia ; and on the east by Pontus and Cappadocia. 

The gospel was early introduced into this province ; and it was 
twice visited by Paul, who also addressed one of his Epistles to the 
churches formed there, Acts xvi. 6 ; xviii. 23 ; GaL L 2. 

CAPPADOCIA 

lay to the east of Galatia, and had Pontus on the north, 
Cilicia on the south, and the Euphrates and Armenia on the 
east. 

Probably Christianity was early introduced here by those belonging 
to the province who were at Jerusalem on the day of Pentecost, and 
heard the apostles preach. Acts ii. 9. The believers scattered abroad 
in it were among those to whom Peter's first Epistle is addressed, 
1 Pet. i. 1. 



XL MACEDONIA. 

SKSCBIPTIVE. 

Macedonia, including Illyricum, Thessaly, and Epirus, was 
bounded on the north by Mcesia and Dardania ; on the east by 
Thrace and the iG^ean Sea ; on the south by Achaia ; and on 
the west by the Adriatic Sea. 

It is a mountainous country, traversed by the lofty chains 
of Hsemus, Scardus, Pindus, and Olympus, but of great 
fertility, yielding the finest fruits, and possessing rich pasturea. 
Its climate also is delightful. 
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Macedonia is supposed to have been first peopled by Kittim or 
Chittim, a son of Javan, Gen. x. 4. It became fiunous nnder the 
dominion of Philip and Alexander, the latter of whom rendered it the 
head of a great empire. This monarch was represented to Daniel in a 
vision under the emblem of a goat with one horn, which was to push 
and destroy the king of Persia, Dan, viii. 5, 21. Under the Romans, 
Macedonia was the name of a province which included all the northern 
part of Greece within the boundaries mentioned, and it is in this 
sense the name is used in the New Testament. Paul was first induced 
^to visit it by the vision he saw at Troas, Jets xvL 9 ; and the gospel 
spread rapidly in its cities under his preaching. 



TOWNS IN HACXnOMIA. 



Philip^ 
Neapolis. 
Amphipolis. 



ApolloDia. 

Tnessalonica. 

Berea. 



Philippi was situated near the eastern border of Macedonia, 
and derived its name from Philip, by whom it was fortified. 

It was the first city in Europe in which Paul preached, and here 
Lydia and the jailer were the first converts he made. Acts xvi. 14, 27. 
He sgain visited it before leaving Greece, and afterwsrds addressed an 
Epistle to the church there. Extensive ruins remain on the site. 

NeapoliSf now Napolif is a maritime city, near the border 
of Thrace. 
Here Paul landed when he came from Troas, Acts xvi. 11. 

Amphipolis was situated on the river Strymon, west from 
Neapolis. 

Paul and Silas passed through it on their wa}r to Thessalonica, 
Acts xvii. 1. A village named Jeni-kem remains on its site. 

Apollonia was south-west from Amphipolis. 
It was passed by Paul on the same journey. 

Tkessalonioa, originally called Themus, was situated about 
sixty miles west from Amphipolis. 

Paul preached with some success to the Jews in the synagogue 
here ; but persecution being raised against them, he and Silas fled 
to Berea, Acts xvii. 5, 10. He afterwards addressed two Epistles to 
the church which had been formed there. It is now called Salonichi^ 
and is a populous city. 

Berea was situated about tliirty miles south-west from 
Thessalonica. 

Berea was the birthplace of Alexander the Grreat. Hither Paul and 
Silas fled when driven from Thessalonica ; but they were again obliged 
to retire before the fury of the Jews, Acts xvii. 13. Sopater, one of 
Paulas companions, was a native of this town. Acts xx. 4. 
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III. ACHAIA. 

Achaia was originally only a small district in the north of the 
Peloponnesus or Morea ; but as a Roman province it included all 
tiie southern portion of Greece. The exact boundary between 
Achaia and Macedonia, it is difficult to determine. 

Achaia was viaited by Paul after leaving Macedonia, and he pireached 
here with some succesa. 

T0WH8 IN AOHAIA. 

Athens. | Corinth. | Cenchrea. 

AthenSf on the Saronic Gulf, was the chief city of the 
ancient state of Attica; and stood unrivalled in Greece for 
its laws, literature, and arts. 

At the time of Paurs visit, it had lost all political importance, 
but was still frequented by the distinguished youth of Rome who 
wished to make acquirements in art or philosophy. Paul found the 
city wholly given to idolatry ; and having preached on Mars* Hill 
{Acts xviL 22), a bold eminence in the middle of the city, where he 
met with some success, he departed for Corinth. 

Corinth, situated on the isthmus which joins the peninsula 
of the Morea to the continent, was the principal dty in Achaia. 

It was adorned with public buildings of great magnificence, and 
being favourably situated for trade, it was possessed of considerable 
wealth. At the time of Paul's arrival in Corinth (52 A.D.), it had 
recovered from the effects of its pillage by the Romans (146 B.C.), 
and was in all but its former grandeur. The apostle resided in it 
eighteen months with Aquila and Priscilla, and amid much persecu- 
tion founded a church, to which he afterwards addressed two Epistles, 
Acts xviii 1, 8, 11. After his departure, Apollos succeeded him. 
Acts xviii. 27, 28. 

Cenchrea was a seaport town belonging to Corinth, on the 
^gean Sea. 

Paul sailed hence with Aquila and Priscilla for Ephesus, after 
having shorn his head here, because of a vow, Acts zviii. 18. There 
was a church formed here, Rom, xvi. 1. 



IV. ISLANDS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN AND 
-SIGEAN SEAS. 

1. In THB MEDITEaRANEAir. 

Ctprus was situated about fifty miles south of Cilicia, and 
eighty west from Syria. It is about a hundred and forty 
miles in length, and fifty at its greatest breadth. 

It was called also Kerastis or the homed, and Macaria or the blessed* 
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A colony from Phoenicia originally peopled the island ; but it under- 
went many changes of government, and in New-Testatnent times it 
was a Roman province. Christianity was probably first introduced 
by those who were scattered on the persecution that followed the 
martyrdom of Stephen, Acts xi. 19. Subsequently, it was visited by 
Paul and Barnabas, Acta xiii. 4 ; and again by Barnabas and Mark, 
Ads XV. 39. 

Paphos, a city on the western side of the island, was the 
residence of the Roman governor. 

Here Elymas the sorcerer was struck blind for his opposition to 
the faith, and Sergius Paulus, the Roman deputy, was converted to 
the gospel. Acts xiii. 11, 12. 

Salamis, another important city, was situated on the south- 
east side of the island, Acts xiii. 5. 

Crete, now called Candia, lay southward from the Archi- 
pelago, and was about 160 miles long, and from six to thirty- 
five oroad. It was famed in ancient times for the institutions 
of Minos, one of its kings. 

Being surrounded by the sea, its inhabitants became expert sailors ; 
they were also noted as archers and stingers ; but their moral character 
among the ancients is truly depicted by Paul when he describes 
them as 'alway liars, evil beasts, slow bellies,^ Titus i. 12. Paul in 
his voyage to Rome put into a harbour of Crete named Fair Havens ; 
and his vessel was making for Pkenice^ another port on the south of 
the island, when the storm overtook it, which ultimately caused its 
destruction. Acts xxviL 8, 12. Titus was the first bishop of the church 
in Crete. 

Claud A, now called Gozo, was a small island off the 
south-west coast of Crete. 
It was passed by Paul in his voyage to Rome, Acts xxviL 16. 

Rhodes was situated near the south-west extremity of Asia 
Minor, It is of trianffular shape, upwards of forty miles long, 
and about fifteen broad. 

It was famed in ancient history for the celebrated Colossus, which 
stood at the mouth of its harbour. In later times, it has been noted 
as the refuge to which the Knights of St John betook themselves when 
expelled from Palestine. 

Paul visited Rhodes on his voyage to Jerusalem, Acts xxi. 1. 

Melita, now Malta, is situated about sixty miles south- 
ward from Sicily. It is twenty miles long, and twelve broad. 

Originally it was colonised by the Phoenicians ; but it afterwards 
passed into the hands of the Carthaginians, and latterly fell under 
the Romans. At the time Paul was wrecked on the island, Publius 
held the office of Roman governor (Acts xxviii. 7)9 and courteously 
received the apostle, who healed his father of a bloody flux. In more 
modem times, Malta has been famed as the last residence of the 
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Knights of St John, from whom it was taken by Napoleon in 1798. 
It ^«i^as taken by the British in 1800, and formally ceded to them by 
France in 1814. 

Sicily is situated at the south-west extremity of Italy. 

Xt is not mentioned by name in the Bible ; but Paul on his voyage 
to Kome landed for three days at Syracuse, a celebrated city on the 
south-east coast. Acts zxviii. 12. This city was the residence of 
Archimedes, the mathematician, whose engineering skill contributed 
greatly to the defence of the town against the Romans. He was slain 
-wben the town was taken. 

2. Ik the ^oeak Sea. 

Sasiothracia is a small island, in the north-eastern part of 
the ^gean Sea. 

Here PIbqI toaehed on his first voyage to Europe, Ada zvL 11. It 
xfras fiunous for the rites of Ceres and Proserpine. 

Lesbos, one of the laigest islands in the iBgean Sea, lay 
about seven miles westwam from the coast of Aisia. 

Its capital, MUylenef was visited by Paul on his voyage from Corinth 
to Jerusalem, Acts xx. 14. It was a city of some n^ as a seat of 
leading, and now gives the name of MytUni to tlie whole island. 

Chios, now called Scio, and situated about d^ht miles west 
firom the coast of Asia, was one of the principal islands of the 
Archipelago. 

It is casually mentioned as passed by Paul when sailing from Lesbos 
to Samos. It was fkmed among the Greeks for its wine ; and in 
modem times it was the scene of a horrible raassaoro perpetrated on 
the Greeks by the Tnrka. 

Samos, lying opposite the promontory of TrogylKum, is 
separated from Asia Minor by a channel about a mile in 
breadth. 

The apostle Paul touched at this island on his voyage from Greece 
to Judea, Acts xz. 15. It was the birthplace of Pythagoras, and the 
place where Lycurgns died. 

Pathos is a small rocky island, about sixteen miles south- 
west from Samos. 

It was chosen, on account of its mnfedness, as a place of exile under 
the emperors, and hero the apostle John was banished by Domitian 
for his adherence to the truth, Bev, L 9, During his residence on 
the island, he saw those prophetic visions which aro recorded in 
the book of Revelation. It is now called PcUmo or Palmosa. 

Coos or Cos, now Stanco or Stanohio, is a small but 
fertile island, opposite the coast of Caria. 
It was passed by Paul on his voyage to Jeroaalem, Acts zxi. 1. 
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♦ V. ITALY. 

Italy is a large peninsula in the south of Eufope, which 
still bcStrs the same name. 

It Ib casually noticed only once or twice in the Bible, as the place 
whence AquUa had come to Corinth, and as the destination' of Paul 
and other prisoners who were to appear before Ceesar, Ads zviiL 2 ; 
xzriL 1, 6 ; Heb. ziU. 24. 

TOWMB IK ITALY. 

Bomej situated on the Tiber, was in the days of the apostles 
the metropolis of the world. 

It was founded in the year 753 B.& by Romulus, and increased in 
power till all the known world was sul]jected to its sway, Luke ii. 1. 
A Christian church was formed here soon after our Saviour s ascension, 
to which Paul addressed his Epistle, 58 a. d. A few years after, he 
himself was brought to Rome as a prisoner appealing to Ceesar, and 
twice pled his cause before Nero. He remained in the city two years, 
preaching the gospel. Acts xxviii. 31 ; and is believed to have suffered 
martyrdom there. Notwithstanding repeated persecutions, the church 
at Rome gradually increased in influence till it had gained authority 
over all the other churches. In 323 A.iy., Christianity became the 
established religion of the Roman Empire, under the auspices of 
Constantine ; and in 755, the bishop of Rome became, by the deed of 
Charlemagne, civil ruler as well as supreme pontiff of the States of 
the Church. The Ctiristianity of Rome, however, amid increasing 
temporal prosperity, degenerated in purity, till at length it merged 
into its present form of Popery. 

Bhegium, now called lleggio, was a seaport in Calabria, at 
ihe south-western point of Italy. 
It was the first town in Italy at which Paul touched, Acts xxviii. 13. 

Puteoli, now PozsntoU, was a maritime town, about eight 
miles north-west of Naples. 

It was a ftkvourite watering-place of the Romans, and the port where 
vessels usually discharged their passengers and cargoes for Rome. 
PmU and his fellow-prisoners were landed here on their voyage to 
Borne, and remained seven days before proceeding on their journey. 

Appii Forum was a town upwards of forty miles south of 
Rome. 

Hither some of the Roman Christians, behug apprised of Paulas 
approach, came to meet him. The Three Thvems was a small town 
ten or twelve miles nearer Rome, where some others of the brethren 
waited for the apostle. Acts xxviiL 15. 

THE EKD. 
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Cliamberss Jonrnal of Popular Literatm-e, Science, and Arts. 

lEBUod In M'oj'klT NmnK'-', at 1^/. ; in Monthlr I'lirts,' ut 7d. and h\d. j and in 
Half-yearly Volumes, cloth, at At. 6(i.— Volume IV. couipleted. 

Ciiamu'erb's Edinburgli Journal. 

BKCONl) J)KUIK3. 

Tins sorlcs fonns a roTnr.lo' c work, in Twontr linn<lHomo Volume?, well tulaptctl for 
P'.>I"il:ir .IB well itx J'riTiit*' liibrnrics. for Emigrants, aiul for Presonf s ; price L.M, 7*. 
in siiccU>, or L.4, in*, bouud in i-loth. Each Yulume sciarately, in cloth, 4*. Cci. 

Oianiliers's History of the Russian "War, 

Iiaistia't'd "v^ith Jl/.'i'i', Pl-ma, and Wvod ^nr/firin/fs. 
l-iulng in Monthly Pflrifl, royal octavo, price One JiihilliHi; each, 

Shaksperf;*s Works. 

cxxKMV.^r.^"'^ nirnr'TLUt is«'i f, of knu ni\ cauiskt nniriox. 

"SVith ?lr•rLrME^M Ai:v NoxEi and Wood-cn.i.Ta%-ing-s. In Twelve Volume*. 

iMuLug in Monihly VolumcB, price l.s. each, fancy paper eorers, or ll. G(/. cloth. 

Tlie Pictorial Bible ; 

Bointf Thk Old and !N'Ktr Tmstamk'^ts, acconlinL,' to tho AutJioriscd Ver.aion ; 
>vith'NoTKR by Dr Kriro. A Nkw and I.mi'ik)vki) I^sik. In Eour Volumes. 
Splendidly illusirated with Ste^'l EnKvavin«s, "NVoinl Enslaving?, and Maps. In 
Weekly Numbers, ju-iee wi., and in Monthly rart.--, j)ricu 2^'. 

niustrated Family Bible. 

la Two Volumes (juarto, cloth, price 2.V. Sjilm.Viilly illustrated by 

\VO'«i EnoTftvines ; with nunicrcms Xotks iiy I»rKrT'ro. 

Abo, icith Si oicH PfiAi.M^, &<. ,, at lu ttddiii'jHal. 

Tlio Pictorial History of Eiicriand, 
nroughl up ix) tho Russian AV>n. A Nkw and Impuovko Tsmk, revised under 
tho {;aro of MoisrB Cha>< uh w«. Illustrated with upward.-, of \>M)^) "Wood Engrarings. 
lu Weekly Numbarg, price W., and in Monthly Parts, prieu -As. 

Chambers's Repository of Instructive aud Amusing Tracts. 

1ti Twelve Volumes, fancy boards, at Lt. each: or in Six Volumes, cloth, ot 2s. 
each. Each Volunic is illustrated with AVood Enj^raTingb, has a neatly engravud 
Title-page, and is complete in ii.self. 

Aito done 1*2' tn cloth yUt (6 voh.)y at 2s. Gd. each. 

Chambers's Pocket Miscellany. 

Illustrated with Frontippiecos, in 12 Volumes, eli)th, price \s. M. cachj or in 

24 A'oiuine?, price 6d. each, paper covers. 

Also done up in cloth gilt (12 lols.)^ at 2x. each* 

Chambers's Papers for the People. 

In Twelve Volumes, at is. 6il. each, fancy boanls ; and f«; Numbers, at l^d. each. 

Also done up in (i vols, cloth, ut 3*. vuch. 

Chambers's Miscellany of Useful and Entertaining Tracts. 

In Twenty VolumeB, at \s. each, fancy boards : or in Ten Volumes, cloth, at 2i. each. • 

Illustrated with Wood Enf(raTinir,a. 
Also done up in cloth gdt (10 vols.), at L'*, GJ. cacft. 

Chambers's Library for Young People. 

This Rcrloa, which embraces Moral and Religious Tales, lliston-, and Poetry, ia 
completed in Twenty Volumes, cloth, illustrated with 1- ronti^pieces, price Is, 
each; or in 10 vols. (2 tols. in one) cloth t/Ht, pticc 'It. M. vuch. 

Chambers's Instructive and Entertaining Library. 

A scries of Original and Selected Works in difTerent departments of Literature, 
suitable for popular lOntertainmcnt and Instruction. These Books vor xim 
pBOi'i^B arc published in Volumes, cloth. — Twenty-four Volumes issued, 
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Aritlimetic and SEatliematics. ,. j. 

Arithmetic, Introduction to. New < 
and Extended Edition.- with Ex- 
ercises on the Decimal Coinage 1 

Arithmetic : Theoretical and Prac- 
tical ; ¥nth Exercises on the Deci- 
mal Coinage 2 

Key to Arithmetic 2 

liook-Keeping by S. and D. Entry ....S 

by Single Entry 1 

, two Ruled Paper 

Books for Single Entry 1 3 

Book-kcepini?, two Ruled Paper 

Books for Double Entry 1 3 

Algebra. .iWw Edition..,. 3 6 j 

Key to Algebra do 2 6 j 

Exorcises and Problems in Algebra, 

-with the Answers 2 6 

Exercises and Problems in Algebra, 

without the Answers 1 

Plade Geometry 2 6 

Key to Plane Geometry 2 

.Solid and Spherical Geometry 2 

Practical Mathematics. Xac EditionAi « 

Ki y 10 Practical Mathematics, do...A (J 

Mathematical Tables 3 



Science. 

Sciences, Introduction to the 1 

.Mattered Motion, Laws of. 10 

Mechanics 1 

Hydrostatics, Hydraulics, ic 10 

Acoustics 1 

Optics 1 

Astronomy 1 • 

Electricity. 1 

Meteorology 1 

Natural Philosophy, Volume 1 3 

, Volume II 3 
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Geology 2 6 

Zoology. Nt'ic and Improved Edition..3 6 

Animal Physiology^ 1 6 

Vegetable Physiology 1 6 

Political Economy 2 



Latin. 

IDastrated with co|<ioui English Notes and 
Frel'acet. 



Ii.i.isTRATioT^s OF SCIENCE. Prepared 
for W. and R. Chamukrs by AV. & 
A. K. Johnston. DesiKned to illus- 
trate Natural Philosophy, &c., 
mounted with rollers and cloth 
to hang on the walls of School- 
rooms ; namely— 1. Properties of 
Bodies. — 2. Mechanical Powers. — 
3. Hydrostatics.— 4. Hydraulics.— 
".. Physiology, Plate I. — These 
Sheets are accompanied with 
Diagrams and Descriptive Books, 

each .^^^■■■^■■■•^ 

And may bo liad varnUhe^ 

Chemistry — New Trefl 
^Vilson, M.D., F.R.r 
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Rnddiman's Rudiments of the Latin 

Tongue 10 

Latin Grammar, Elementary 2 

, Advanced 3 6 

Latin Exercises, Elementary 1 3 

. Advanced 2 

Key to Advanced Latin Exercises ....2 

Phaedrus's Fables 1 6 

Nepos 2 6 

Ci'sar ,. 2 6 

Sallust 2 

Quintus Curtius 3 6 

Ovid 3 6 

Horace 3 6 

Virgil, ^''ew Edition ^ \o\. I.; con- 
taining the Bucolics and First Six 

Books of the JEneid 3 6 

Virjjil. New Edition^ Vol. II. ; con- 
taining the last Six Books of th<* 
jEneid, and Gcorgics ; with a 
copious Index Nominum et Jitruni...Z 



Livy.. 



Cicero 3 

Latin and English Dictionary 9 

Latin-English Part. Neto 

Edition 5 

English-Latin Part 4 



German. 

Edited by Dr Aue, German Mnntcr In the High 
School of Edinburgh. 

First German Reading Book 2 

Second German Reading Book 3 

German Grammar, Elementary 2 

, Advanced 3 

Phrase-Book, English-German 2 



German and English Dictionary 10 fi 

German-English Part.;.... > 

English-German Part ....b" 

AHWiihfiiiattQ]}S> Dictionary of ....2 (i 



ISIC. 



IU««t, Edinburgh. 
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